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1 1 hath been propoſed to convey, in the channel "2 


of this periodical Miſcellany, an Ons NAL. Wonk, 
entitled, A CONNECTED VIEW of the DOC. 
TRINES and DUTIES of CHRISTIANITY, tas 
ken immediately from the Holy Scriptures. The pe. 


culiarity of the method, in which' it is Propoſed to 


arrange the ſeveral parts of the work, joined to the 
conſideration of the Principles and manners of the 


age, in which it is ventured abroad, makes it neceſ- 
ſary to introduce it FO oP TO. diſſerta- _ 


tions. h 7 : 0 * 


» 9 


In the Fins r, we ſhall enumerate / ſome of the 
many important ends, which muſt be gained, and a 


few of the laſting advantages which muſt atcrue to 
Chriſtians, by an accurate and devout attention to 
that beautiful and divine connection, which ſubſiſts 

among the various parts and ſubjects of Revelation. 


The Second will attempt a general proof, chat 


the HoLy ScaieTuREs, while they boaſt a divine. 
original, muſt be a repoſitory of ſuhjects, amongſt 
which the moſt pleaſing harmony ever reigns ; and 
that they, on that account, prom! to furniſh vate · | 


rials for the molt cohercnt ſcheme, e 


A CONNECTED VIEW, e. 


„ 


A CONNEC reD VIEW 


The. Tap will be appropriated to a particular 
proof, that the HIGH Or1G18AL, which the holy 
eee claim, i is ſupported by every EVIDENCE, 
"which the nature of the thing can admit; or which 
No rde human mind, em ewancipated From En. 
* can reaſonably deſire. 


When we ſhall hare, i in iis" manner; prepared che 
Fay, we propoſe to proceed to a more minute view 
of the ſacred volume, the grand repoſitory of * 5 1 
e eee ihe e PARTS, 


* mite 1 Fiss N 


we 5 to contemplate the ſeveral divine ail. — 
penſations, which are diſtinctly marked in the inſpir- 
ed books; and to attempt a demonſtration of their 
- Harmony, their mutual dependence, and their uniform 
tendency, as parts of one great ſyſtem, to conſtitute. ( 
ane ceconomy, every way worthy of the e 5 4 
Hen, n and merey” of Gobbo. . 


Pan the Sz coxD. 0 


WY is Sa to take a particular ſurvey of the 
„ and peculiar doctrines, which are taught in 
Revelation; and to endeayour a. proof, that they 
mutually eſtabliſh and illuſtrate- one another: 
That, as the pureſt beams of intellectual light, pro- 
ceeding from the FarhzR of LicfTs, and uniting | 
their ſacial ſplendors and influences, they pour 
don the brighteſt day on this benighted world: 7 
. that, while they all centre in the perſon and OS 
5 eee © 


or CHRISTIANITY. ; : 2h 


dertaking of EMMANUEL, who is the image of the Invi. 

ble God, they conſpire to form and exhibit one 
entire and uniform character of Deiry—infinitely 
_ worthy of his perfections, and adapted in eyery point 
of 1 view to the relief of che miſerable. ; 


Paxt the Tu1zD, 


We 3 to take a view of the moral depart · 
ment of Revelation, and. to attempt a demonſtration 
n detail, — that all the moral precepts, as the ſeveral 

inks of one chain, mutually ſupport one another, 
and, contemplated in their juſt connections, form one 
uniform, amiable and perfect, exhibition of the di - 
vine RoLIN Ess: — That they derive additional force 
and beauty from their relation to the whole evange- 
lical ſyſtem, which forms and diſplays the character 
of all the other perfections of Gon and that the 
doctrines and precepts of Revelation mutaally illu- 
ſtrate and confirm one another, while thoſe pour in 
the moſt forcible motives unto evangelical obedience» 
at the ſame time that 25e furniſh an univerſal canon, 

and the moſt particular, expreſs, and deciſive directory | 
for the almoſt infinite varieties of thoſe acts and in- 
ſtances of gratitude, to which the genuine Chriſtian 
finds himſelf powerfully prompted by evangelical ar- 
guments, and ſweetly inclined by ſupernatural pro- 

| penſions, | | „ 


PARA the FoURTH, 


| We intend to take a general \ view of the œcono- 
my of divine providence i in the fexeral ſucceſſiye age 


of 


® Col. i. + | 


6 | A CONNECTED VIEW. 


of the world; and ſhall endeavour to evince, that he 
ſchemes of providence and of grace, ever in perfect 


harmony, mutually. communicate light and evidence 
0 each other ;—that while revelation ſketches out 


with peculiar precifion the'moral character of the 
divine government, this laſt, in one aſtoniſhing ſeries 
of uncontrouled ſuperintendance, running parallel 
with the revolving ages of time, arid verſant about 
an infinite number of events, public and general as 
well as private . and particular, has always ſupported 
the character, which the inſpired books have uni- 
tormly drawn of that ſtupenduous ſyſtem:— And that 
while the wiſdom and power of God conſpire in fil- 


5 ling up every ſucceeding diviſion of time with thoſe 


important events, which originate immediately from 
contingent cauſes, the holy  oracles, notwithſtand- 
ing, had marked them out as certain, though future, 
many ages before ſagacity or conjecture could have 
imagined them to be dormant in their remoteſt cauſes | 
or eren in their moſt probable ee 
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The FIRST DISSERTATION.” 


| Containing au enumeration of ſome important ends 3 
will be gained, and ſome ſingular advantages which 
muſt accrue to Chriſtians by an accurate and devout 

attention to that beautiful and diving connection, 
which ſubſi/ts among the various Joe of Rev 
velatian. 


1 and too juſtly has it been! 2 ubjed of 
the deepeſt regret with all good men, and even with 
perſons of the moſt abandoned characters in cheir 
hours of retirement and reflection, that ſuch numbers 
of their fellow men and Chriſtians, originally formed 
to enjoy happineſs i in the contemplation of divine and | 
eternal objects, ſhould diſcover ſuch a ſtrong and uni- 
verſal averſion to the very end of their exiſte} RIES 
ard to the only means of their felicity. Wile, often 
to a prodigy, in all things which concern the pre- 
ſent tranſitory ſtate—they are only fools in regard 
to thoſe things which are immediately connected 
with eternity, and with the ſtate of their own perſons 
during an endleſs duration. Intent to a, degree of 
moral inſanity on the poſſeſſion of ſenſual pleaſures, 
che enjoyment of fading honors, or the accumulation 
of nominal riches, they are capable of weaving a 
long and curious web of means and ends, and of al- 
certaining, with an amazing degree of accuracy and 
Preciſion, the probable or certain connection be- 


tren che moſt complicaed group of cauſes, aa 


beit 


4 connzcrty VIEW. 


| theircomrepouding effects. But, alas averſe to the 
contemplation of the only ſcheme, whieh, on account 
of its ſuperlative excellence, and ſalutary reſpects to 
dying. immortals, claims their ſupreme attention and 
regard, the plan oy hn wok has no > chafms for 
them! 4 IR 
Among thoſe, ah profeſs t to 2 Revelation the 
ſubje& of their ſerious enquiry and. devout ſtudy, 
how few attempt an arrival at diſtin& and conſiſtent 
ideas with regard to the various ſubje&s of Inſpira- 
tion ? Conterit with a ſaperficial and traditionary 
knowledge of a few points, efitirely detached in their 
conceptions, 1 fix a boundary to any farther re- 
ſearches, and bunt it needleſs, if not profane, to ul. - 
pire after a more extenſive and connected knowledge 
of religion than what their nurſes or their pedagogues 
bad ſagely taught them. From this ſource, a thou. 
ſand evils, fatal to the peace of churches, and great- 
q pernicious to the ſouls of men, derire both their 
exiſtence and their baleful influence: Chriſtians, . 
| Ignorant of, or inattentire to the divine connection 
which runs through the whole ſyſtem of revealed : 
truth, muſt be ever a prey to the inſidous Heretic, 
who, like his father the Devil, goeth about ſeeking | 
. whom he 1 may devour by his popular arts and noiſy 
. eloquence, or deceive by his arrogant pretenſions to 
ſuperior (kill in myſteries, and by his ſanctimonious 
auſterities of life. In this manner, errors and ſuper. 
ſtitions, abſurdities and every ſpecies of falſe religion 
gain ground on the churches, and like pernicious - 
_— blights, 


OF ennie TAN yg 


bl gbts, check their growth, | blaſt their beauty, ang 
effeQually prevent their frairfalnels.. Dy Fn nexc | 

in the mournful train of miſchiefs, ſtalks 14 with 
 precipftare ſteps, throwing feebragds and Nea The 
eonſequences are mournful. Tnfidels are. furniſh: 4 
with their ſharpeſt weapons, with Which hey neyer _——_ 
fail to aſſail Chriſtianity, and ſometimes even natural 7 

ä religion in the groſs. Chriſtians of ordinary attain- 1 _— 
ments in knowledge, unhinged as to the objects of 
their faith, and ſincerely deſirous to graſp at every 
thing Which has the appearance of truth, or comes 

| recommended. to them under that venerable name, 
by perſons whom they are humble enough to believe 

| know more than themſelyes, are as Hire, toffed 


is and fro, and carried about with every whind of docs i 
trine, by the ' flight of menand cunning craftineſi wheres —_ 
bY. they lie in wait to deceive ». Love, that boyd of 2 0 


Altfociery,—thar cement by which all the churches 
- ought to be compaſted, and' in the exerciſe of which 1 
they are bound, by the expreſs Command of their e 
' maſter, to edify one another, languiſhes in formal, = 
lifeleſs acts of tiffcivility, or expires in the conyullive 


throes of ſeiſm and final ſeperation. The waters of _ 2 EE 
the ſanQuary, which ſhould ever flow from te 

mouths and pens of public teachers in all their na- 2 8 

tive ſweetneſs, are converted into the waters of the = 


Marah, of which the children of peice will always 
loath to drink. - The*rifing generation, the feed of 
the church, as ſoon as they open "their eyes on a 
world, oneparcof which? is buried in iguorance," While 
BA the 
* rb. ma : | 5.03 Nie Ho 


3 = 


* 


ene rs 
the other 1 IE ENG | in kelgious diſputation, avoid 


: the diſag grecable 6ght,;. become  Prejudiced againſt a 
religion, which Adr aught they can perceive, ſerves 


no purpoſe o much : as to whet the paſſions of their 


| fathers, ; and arm chem | againſt one another ; ; and. rea- 
dy inliſt themſelyes under the banners of N 


and inßdelity. 8 
To remedy theſe he evils, as "Fa as is ; po. 


TY ſle, i in their ſources i is the deſigns of this undertaking 4 
| And that thoſe, i into whoſe hands proyidence may 


direct i its maybe excited to attend to its importance, — 


we ſhall attempt a brief enumeration, of ſome momen- 
' tous purpoſes which will be anſwered, and of ſome 
fingular advantages which muſt accrue to thoſe who 


accurately attend to that divine connection which 


ſubſiſts amongſt all the parts and ſubjects of revelation : 
I. The honour and worſhip due to Gop is great- | 
ly intereſted in our diſtinct contemplation, of all the 
Parts of revelation, and of all divine ſubjects in their 
juſt dependanee and delightful harmony. The indiſpu- 


tahle deſignof God, in revealing his character to the ſons 


of men, was, chat they, in honourable and harmonious 
concert with adoring angels, collecting the particu- 

lars ol the divine character, ſtudying their diſtinct 
deauties, and eontemplating their neceſſary, unity and 

eternal harmony — might be filled with pleaſing a- 
ſtoniſhnment, might adere theſe. peerleſs attributes, 


and might find tliemſelves inexpreſſibiy happy in pour- 
ing forth their ſentiments of ſuch excellencies, in the 


moſt exalted aſcriptions of honour, glory, dominion, 
Aud praiſe to the eternal, and incomprehenſible foun- 
Es, rain” 


7 


| QF CHRISTIANITY. * 
pain of all perfection. No ane will, or even gan end: 


gage in this truly noble employment, ſo long as he 
may be afficmed, with the utmoſt juſtice, to be igno. 


rant of God. And every man, contenting himſelf: 


with. the ſuperficial knowledge df ſome- detached | 
branches of the divine character, is igaarant of its 


integrity and beauty, which make ic worthyrof ( God, 

and: furniſh the reafons Why it is au eternal object of 
adoration, love and praiſe. Ignorant therefore, both 
of the character itſelf, and of the principal reaſon of 
divine hõurs due to it, he remains incapable of 


performing chat 'worſhip,” which every rational crea· 


ture neceſſarily owes that God, in iohom be lives, and 
moves, rand from whoſe power he "derives bis being. 
This furniſhes us with one ſatisfactory reafon, why | 
that philoſophy; with which human reaſon, unaſſiſted 
by gevelationyboaſts ſhe has enriched che Werld, has 


never been fund, in any ſtages of its improvement, 


adeguate to the important purpoſe of making even its 
greateſt: admirers che ſorvants of the LVIxG Gon. 
The moſt celebrated ſages of antiquity, with all the 


alliſtance, which dhat idol of more modern and better 
umes could affard chem, never ſa w the divine charac 
der un ſſuch a paint of view, as to love the Supreme 


Beingſbettar than themſelvee. Having ſeen and beard 
a very flittle, and believed a great deal concerning 
the intiinſic beauty of moral virtue, and its ſubſer vi- 


cney tochuman happineſa, they employed all the pow- 


ers of Sratory in empty declamation on its charms; 


wn anne a een wan of | 


; 


EY 
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ile moral character of Deity, to which all virtue is 

butinaatelyirelated, and from which: ſhe derives her 
true excellence and unfading glory, they never felt 


more than a very luke warm, platonic attachment to 
ber, eyen with all her celebrated perfections. When 


they were moſt loud and eloquent in their panegyrics 


: | on virtue, they were moſt abſurd. in cheir tenets in the- 
. .  alogyy and groſs beyond belief in regard to the objett, 
2s yell as tc the modes of their worſhip. 


Nor is the caſe greatly altered among the Chriſtian 


. philoſophers, who abſurdly affect to deſpiſe the ſupe - 
rior inſtructions of inſpiration. Similar effects muſt 
. always range themſelves in the train of ſimilar cauſes. 
Ha many are to be found in every country, who 
while they are profeſſed. panegyriſts of virtue, are 
open contemners of God; atheiſtically refuſe the 


worſhip, which their own philoſophy. affirms they | 
owe him; and ſerve their own paſſions and exorbitant 
appelites as avowedly. though not as devoutly, as ever 


the Ereebs or the Romans ſerved theirs, under the 
FVorſhipful names of their deities.Mhat is the rea- 
ſon Mat univerſal.cauſe, adequate to ſuch effects, 


is it poſlible to aſſign ? The cauſe, if the pritle of 
human, underſtanding would allow men of ſuperior 
learning and acquirements io attend to an object ſo 


plain, lies on a ſeyel with the moſt ordinary powers 
of perception. Content with the contemplation of 
A partial character of the Deiry, appearing in the 
Works of nature alone, altogeiher inadequate to the 
important deſign af killing the enmity of the heart, 
and eugaging ne powers of the human ſoul in un- 


feigned 
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feigned obedience and generous love to God; and 
affecking a ſovereign contempt of the only perfect ex- 
hidition of the divine character, made in the precious 
orkaeles of inſpiration, in which alone the Deity is 

repreſented as an object of tra as well as of love to 
the chief of Anners the naturaliſt, „while hotly en- 8 
gaged in che purſuits of ĩhe moſt immoral, perhaps 
criminal courſes, profeſſes to find his mind in rap- 
tures at every new diſcovery. of the wiſdom; power, 
and goodneſs of the Creator, i in the objects of his 
microſeope; and the moral philoſopher, at the ſame 
time that we find him arranging and enforcing the 
duti es of morality with great art and induſtry, we ſee 
him at the greateſt loſs imaginable for a foundation on 
which he may reſt the weight of his moral fabric, 
and may ſecure it from the ne of IT fellow 
Rom: builders. 5H 45 | 
Upon the whole, it ſeems to be bead impolible 
chin any rational creature, conſcious of manifold' re- 
| bellions againſt the Divine Lawgiver, can be perſuad- 
ed to honour Hiu, by confidence in iu, and love to 
nix as a friend and father, from any partial, incom- 
| petent view of his character, whether it be obtained 
from the more abſtruſe intimations of nature, or 
taken from the brighter diſplays of revelation, It is 
the vn1TY of the divine character, appearing in the 
perſon and undertaking: of Emmanuel; the ample 
vindication, which the dignity of xvery moral pers 
fection has received from his facriſice; and the uni- 
ted and friendly aſꝑect of L the attributes of God | 
* the moſt important Intereſts of mers, in conſe. 
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A CONNECTED VIEW 4 
quence of the atonement;—which lay the foundation 
af a vonfidence not to be ſhaken, and of a worſhip. 
only available with, and acceptable to its divine object. 
Without faith in, and conſequently the knowledge. of 
ſuch a character, it is impeſſi ble ty pleaſe .Gop-*. | 
II. The veneration and eſteem which all men ou eh 
. and cheriſh, of the dignity. and beauty of 
the Mediator's perſon and undertaking, greatly de- 
pend on connected views of revelation, As the cha · 
racter of che Redeemer, together with! the nature 
and deſigus of his mediatorial engagement, is the ca. 
pal ſubject of inſpiration, no juſt ſentiments can be 
formed concerning it, and conſequently no ſuitable 
eſteem can be entertained of it, v hile it is not viewed 
entire, and connected in all its various branches, as 
it is exhibited 19 ntemplation in the holy oracles · 
Inſtead of being an abject of admiration, and devout 
gegard, it would be all deformity and unworthy the 


temen af men and nner. The trocireafon why 


che, deus vejected he Meſſiah, whole cliaracter had 


been ch ſo anuch preciſion and diſtinttneis, deſcribs 


ed hy heir on prophets, was partial, confuſed, and 
pontradifiaty:ideas-at his perſon; work, and ſuffer- 


ing ile had no form mor: comolineſs, and when they 


faw him, there was ed why they ſhould deſire 
bin + They confidered iim in: tie tiry and proſpect 
as a prince; but, not attending to the whole of his 
character, they affixad ſuch ideas to that royal title 
as were zabſalutely inconſiſtent wich his other offices, 


denn * _— and NEED on kiy/entizorditury un. 


[ 5 26s dertaki 
* Ieb. x. = + Iſaiah li bo . ing 


Th } i 
'TETE 5 C 


273 


.,,bF'CHRISTIANITY.. 13 
dertaking. Hence, when he made is appearances 
: in his true character, even that proved o be 4 veil 
which hid hint too effectually from the eyes of thoſe; 
in whoſe ears that Arey was Rt read From ehe 
prophets. © | , 8 290 1 

This apitel error of the Jeirgt TP —— 
been fatal to profeſſed Chriſtians: "iT is ſo in an alarms 
ing degree at this day. The Redeemet Is diſgraced 
in the eyes of his enemies, and wounded in the houſe 
of his friends by the imperfect partial manner; in Which 
he has been viewed by both. When one denems- 


nation of Chriſtians labour to ſapport ttreir petuliar 


and diſtinguiſhing hypotheſis by ſome detached; un- 


diſputed branches of his character, as the fame time 
that anotlier communion attempt to ſupport the dig. 
nity of their Shibboleth i in the ſame manner, the 
Chriſtian religion i is held up to the eyes of irs moſt in- 
yeterate enemies as multiform, and confeqticntly' as 
monſtrous. In this manner à temptation i is thrown 
in the way of perſons diſpoſed to view derfin with a 
favourable eye, to become more prepoſfeſſ ed vpainft 
revelation. . The Redeemer preſented to view in A 
character ſo mutilated, becomes an object lightly 
eſteemed even by profeſſed Cliriſtians,and comemprus | 
ouſly rejected by all who match under the banners 
of infidelity. Theſe laſt have always been furniſhed 
with their beſt armour, both offenſvwe ond deſenſve 
from the abſurd repreſentauons . which. have been 
made of tlie adorable Redeemiet's 'chamder ih: the 
jarring hypotheſis of the .charches; unhuppily mili= 
tant againit one another, T he goſp pel ſo abſurdly de- 
— 581 aged 
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check in its parts, and conſequently ſo miſrepreſent- 
eds, will ever be held in contempt, by all thoſe, whoſe . 
attachment to religion is not ſo ſtrong, as to engage 
them in a ſerious and impartial enquiry for themſelves⸗ 
into the connected beauties of Chriſt's adorable cha- 
racter repreſented by it; whoſe irregular paſſions are 
fo ſtrong, as to put them on their guard againſt every - 
thing, which might check them in their gratification; 
and whoſe diſcernment and force of judgment is ſuch 
as furniſhes them with arguments againſt an object ſo 8 
multiform and abſurd, in regard of the numberleſs 
contradictory repreſentations, which are made of it 
in different communions. 
2 | Farther ; All who maintain a due- eſteem of Chriſ: Een” | 
1 muſt regard him as the only object of entire confi. ; 
| - dence and unreſerved truſt. Whatever the numer. 
ous hoſts of unoffending angels may be capable of 
doing; no guilty criminal of the human race can 
duly venerate and eſteem the Redeemer's perſon, 
- without viewing him as able to fave to the uttermoſt, 
—_ - as worthy of all truſt, and as infinitely deſerving his 
on perſonal confidence for eternal ſalvation. This 
zs faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Now, ag the entire, undi- 
vided character of this divine perſon, is the object of 
the ſinger's ſuperlative eſteem, and the reaſon of his 
unreſerved confidence, —trae faith has erected its 
throne in no heart unacquainted and unaffected with 
the extent, unity, and harmony of that character. 
To this inſpiration gives its expreſs ſuffrage. They 
who know thy NA . will put their truft in thee . 
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This is life eternal that. they might know thee, the 


only true God, and Feſus Ghrijt wham thou baſt ſont v. 


All ſaints are happy in this heaven-taught know. 


| ledge, and poſſeſs it as one of thoſe charatteriſtics by 
which they are known to be the children of light, 
Wegknow that the Son of God is come, and hath giv 
en us an underſtanding that we may know him that 


is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt f. Nothing but ſuch a knowledge, 
ſuch an underſtanding of the one, uaifor n character 
of Jeſus, in its intrinſic beauty and in its wonderful 
connection with the honor of Deity, the majeſty of 
judſtice, the dignity of the law, and the ſalvation of 


the rebel, will ever conquer the prepoſterous pride 


of the human heart; captivate every active power 


in the ſoul to the obedience of Chriit.; and diſpoſe 
the haughty ſinner to renounce $ELF in every ſhape, 
and to conſent that the crown of his ſalvation ſhould 
adorn the head of the RDbzEURA, now and to all 


eternity. 


III. Unlefs chriſtians be ſtudious to enrich their 
minds with a conſiſtent and connected view of chriſti⸗ 


anity, the / cannot be ſaid to enjoy thoſe advantages 
which they otherwiſe might reap from the official 


character of the Hol Gnosr. It is the diſtinguiſſi- 
ing character and glory of that divine perſon, to con- 


duct the ignorant to the knowtedge »f all moral and 


evangelical truth. When the ſpirit of truth is come, he 


will guide you into all ruth tf, And as all revealed 
12 — CG -: _ truth 
John xviicg. f x John v. 20. t _ xvi. 13. 
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# | A CONNECTED VIEW 


truth concenters in the perſon and connected charac, 


ter of CIS TN; the ſpirit diſcharges his truſt, as the 


author of all divine and ſaving illumination, by un- 


veiling the glory of that adorable perſon, and by de- 
monſtrating the harmony of his amiable character. 


He ſhall glorify me ; for be ſhall receive of mine, and, 
hero it unto jou. It would be a work unworthy of 


the ſpirit of trath to lead to the knowledge of only 
ſome incoherent fragments of an object, which his 
eſſential veracity, as well as his official truſt, lays him 


under obligations to reveal in its fulleſt extent. It 
is, therefore, eaſy to infer, that all thofe, who have 
learned of the FaTHzR, and have been inſtructed by 
the Spixrr, muſt have been bleſſed with a ſpiritual 


view of all the connected glories in the REDREM RRS 


character, more or leſs clear, as uncontrolable ſove- 
reignity ſhall have judged fit to vouchſafe. And it is 
equally juſt to infer, that, as the eompleat, external, 


and objective revelation of Chriſt in the ſcriptures, 
is the inſtituted medium of that internal and ſubjective 
diſplay of his glories by the SeirIT ; no man can 


reaſonably flatter himſelf with the hopes of the 14%, 
without diſtinct and connected ideas of the ui; no 
man will, or can pronounce him ALTOGETHER love- 
ly , from experience of his beauty, till he has firſt 
contemplated him as ALTOGETHER amiable in the 


medium of revelation. 


This ſubject may be viewed in a a light ſtill more 


Ariking. As the How Gnosr,in his economical cha. 


racter 


* John xvi- 14. $ Cant, v. i6 
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racter, is the author of all revelation: and as he has 
approved himſelf therein inſinitely faithful to the ho- 
nor of Deity, and kind beyond deſeription to men, in a 


full exhibition of the whole connected ſcheme of ſal- | 


vation through the croſs of the REDFEEMER;— the 
man, who, with a bible in his hand, negle&s to en- 


rich his mind with the diſtin& knowledge of that no- 


bleſt effect of divine wiſdom, as well as of unmerited 


love, deſerves to be ranked amongſt the blackeſt of 


all human charaQers—the wngrateful ; and will be 
found to have incurred the guilt of the blackeſt of all 
human crimes,—grieving the ſpirit of God. Shall 
God, in yery deed, humble himſelf to behold with 
tender compaſſion, the forlorn race of human re, 
bels! Shall he intereſt his every perfection in their 
behalf! Shall he reſolve on their recovery, and em- 
ploy the moſt noble exertions of his unbounded wiſ 
dom in planninga deſign for its execution! Shall the 
eternal SpIRIxI of truth condeſcend to announce it, 
in all its extent and harmony, in the ear of finners !— 
And can any of that claſs, ſo immenſely obligated, 
dare to neglect the deyout ſtudy of a theme ſo ſove. 
reign, ſo ſalutary, ſo delightful, ſo pregnant with 
wonder, eeſtaſy, and ſong! Can any of a race ſo de- 
ſtinguiſhed in the divine favor endure the thought of 
eriminally deſtinguiſhing themſelves among the ungrate- 
ful, by an unparallelled contempt of the love of the 
FarnEk, of the grace of our Lord Jxsus CHRIS, 
and of the communion of the Holy GnosT,—all 
conſpicuous, and all equally diſregarded, in a neglect. 
eden ] ] ͥ́” ͤů IV. A 
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A CONNECTED YEW 
EVAL view of the chriſtian ſcheme, extending ta 
all its branches and their admirable connections, is the 
beſt, if not the only human antidote againſt rhe ſpirit 
of che preſent age, and its raging paſſion for infide· 
ſity. It is not leſs true, than piouſly lamented by 


every good man, that this century ſeems to glory in 


an active, enterpriſing zeal for returning to tlie level- 
ing principles of the julian age, and even to out- run 
the Apoſtate, in their rage againſt religion. Julian 
did not pull down, without having firſt formed a de- 
ſign to build. While he attempted to the utmoſt of 


his power to demoliſh the chriſtian ſyſtem, he both 
told the world what he wiſhed to have ſubſtituted in 


its place, and exerted all the cunning of the politician, 
as well as all the authority of the Emperor, in order 

to accompliſh his deſigns. But while the modern | 
champions, in the ſame deſperate cauſe, are emuloug 
to rival their predeceſſors in their oppoſition to reve” 
lation, they have not yet agreed among themſelves 
upon any regular and conſiſtent ſyitem of moral and 


religious inſtitutions ro ſupply its place. So far from 


giving mankind any reaſonable ſatisfaction upon a 


ſubject ſo important in itſelf, and ſo intereſting to e- 
very accountable being; they have ſufficiently eſtab- 
liſhed the abſolute neceſſity of a revelation, as well as 


expoſed the abſurdity of their own attempt, by their 
ſcandalous differences concerning the rounDaTION 
of morals, and by their ſceptical enquiries about the 


formal reaſons of moral obedience to the ſovereign 
dictates of the human hreaſt, 


But 


OF CHRISTIANITY. 1 
BZut prepoſterous as the attempts of modern deiſts 
muſt appear to be, to the thoughtful and the pious, 
they are become laſnionable; and therefore have 
too many votaries among the gay, the conceited, the 
humourous, and the vicious diviſions of mankind. 
Super fictal thinkers, cither from vanity or from vice 
will always be found in crouds on the beaten road 
of faſhion ; and theſe alone will dare to glory in the 
character of free-thinkers, in regard to revealed re- 
ligion, and the chriſtan {yſtem of acceptance with 
God. All who contemplate that divine ſcheme, in 
its ſeyeral parts, and in the neceſſary connection and 
dependence of theſe parts, will as ſoon think, after 
having ſtudied the beauty and ſymmetry of the uni- 
verſe, that the world was not made hy an intelligent 
and benevolent cauſe, but formed in all its perfecti- 
on by a chance conſſux of atoms, as allow himſelf to 
imagine chat chriſtianity may be a cunningly deviſed 
fable, or the fortuitous reſult of theſe eternally jar- 
ring elements, —mad enthuſiaſm, church cunning,and 
political contrivance, 

Were thoſe, who Non of their freedom of . 
thought upon the ſubjects of religion, to allow them- 
ſelves true liberty; were they ſo happy as to have no 
prepoſſeſſions i in favour of the reigning ode of think- 
ing; were they emancipated from the ſilken fetters 

of vanity, or from the more maſſive chain of attach- 
ment to vice, for the ſake ot which they often with, 
in ſpite of their own convictions, that chriſtianity 
were a fable ; would they EL themſelves time, from 
their 


16 The dignity, che 


Boots 


Z „ aconnren ST view 


ber a of ever dilguſting pleaſur Bets 5 
pther methods of ki killing time and penng thought; 8 
to take a view of revealed 7 igion, extenſive and ; 


| Eohnefted : as FER, and wha non us the fr 


"rad EEE magie or cls pla a 160 | TAR 
ful characters o deity, in eternal Harmony on the ac 
hne foundation of the dtonement they would 
jn tranſport cry out, Alt is all Dixg] It is all wors 
thy of God! Tris ordered in all things and ſure! It is 
e ſalvation and lt my deſire!” r Ah «Hos 
y, the beauty, 'thelatfrativy charts of 

' chriſtianity” lie, not in its parts vidSwed'in"an unhnarü- 
Tal detachment from one another,” but in che unity 
of the whole, and in the uniformity and harmony” of 
is noble deten. Ir is the complea t diſplay of benit. * 
ties eternal fountain. If the Vither of perfection 


dach any thing auguſt and venerable in his character; 


F imrinſic, eternal, and neceſſary” *excelletice- "hath 
* charms; it is impoſſible that any perſon, wle 


thinks, who reflects, and who has à taſte for the con- 


kemplation of true Seclenke and dignity, can fall 


; into ſceptiſm, ever degrading, 48 well as tormenting, 
. to the human mind. The Plaineſt and the moſt illi. - 


ſerate, who, freed from warping prejudices und vi. 
gious attachments, contemplate the ſublime of the 


7 viſible creation, are ſtruck with 4 devout AWE, and 
become willing, convinced and happy captives to the 


belief of the being and perfection of irs divine au- 
wor. What! is that ſecret ſometl ing in nature, which 
. | conſtitutes 


eye, it appears'o- Pay other Fa py MAJESTY of © 


God appearing in its grand, its ſurpriſing, its ole 
De ere Mp and all we. form. one 


t ef is 
dlable veracity and the unbounded goodirels of Ge; 

his fupreme love to moral purity, and, in full confifts 
IF» with that, his unchangeable love to ſinners, all 
uniting cheir friendly trays in one-cconomy, which 
conſtirute the ſublime of chriſtianity. The man wh 
nas a taſte formed 10 reliſſi the ſublime in the firſts 
muſt be quite/overwhelmed with the fuperior glory 

of the laſt, - when he contemplates it i in a proper man- 

V. Were chriſtians poffeſed of a diſting,  confiſt- 

ea; and extenfive idea of that chain. of divine truti 

_ which runs through the infpired writings, they would 

de elfectually prevented by it from falling into choſe 
erons miſtakes and pernicious errors, Which 
tod often prove fatal to the moſt important intereſts 
of mankind. Safe behind this impregnable wall, the 
induftrious propagators of herefies would find it a 
leſs undertaking to-affuilthem. Their ſophiſtrj 
wouſd prove too weak to impote on them; and vain 
pretenees to ſuperior ſanctity, or impious conceſſions 
of unreſtrained liberty, would be conn” inelfcSua? 
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=, woch age 8 holineſs.” But while -chriſtians | 
#F fir down- contented: with a partial and con fuſed Know- 
6 be revelation; they are ever wprey ro the arts 
of ſeduction. Whatever comes recommended to them 
as the ſentiment of the Dactur or of the Devotee, is 
: eszechy ſwallowed without examination: Novelty a- 
* lone is an irrefragable argument in! ſupport of plauſi- . 
4 dle abſurdity: And ſophiſtry triumphs in the ſure ſuc - 
3 ceſs of all her arts of faſcination, here the mind, un- 
© acquainted: with tue connection and mutual depend 
Ence of dirine truths, ſtands naked and Wee 10 
a her baneful influence and bewitching-energy-'- 
Were tlie parts of any very complicated machine 
dee and promiſculouſly : thrown, together, even 
e greateſt artiſt could not certainly pronounce = 
to belong to one whole! He might, like every other 
en. admire their reſpeQive beauties and their 
high finiſlings; but before he coul aſſert any thing 


rr 


beyond their being mere baubles, any 
cerning their uſe and conſequential value, he muſt ad- 
Joſt them to one another, demonſtrate to himſelf their 
mutual dependence, and be rationally convinced chat 
they conſpire to produce ſome eſſect worthy of che 
ingenious contriyer. Till he has done ſo, and were 
© he diſpoſedto reſt his knowledge of the machine up- 
on conjecture, or even upon teſtimony, he lays him - 
Kill open to impoſition.. Let it be ſuppoſed that, to 
fave himſelf the trouble of r re · uniting the detached 
parts, he were inclined to reſt his knowledge on tele 


| "many, and that the teſtimonies of artiſts equally ere cre 


F; 


Re _ 


thing con- 


e or enn ts 148 „ 
diele tone materially differ ; ſhould ka; that. + 
the ſeveral paris ate nothing elie than finiſhed toys, 
while another boldly affirms that they are the parts of 
rmoſt uſeful piece of mechaniſm; bow ſhall he ar. 121 
riße at certainty? In no other way, doudtleſs, but 
- that of oenlar demonſtration. A view of their eons: 
neQion and dependence is a reſt of truth ſuperior to 
alt human teſtimony 4 reſt; which aſcertaius th 
 rrith of the latter, and diſprves the lie aſſetted by 
the former. The caſe is exactly parallel wich regard 
to rhe parts of that aſtoniſhing ſcheme of redempiion 
which lie in gradual, and conſequently in detached 
diſeoverles in the volume of infpirarion. Were chris 
tians to reſt their knowledge of the unity of that ſa . 
cred ſcheme on human teſtimony, contenting thems: 
yes with a confofed idea of its parts as they lie des: 
in revelation, and gradually brightening up to 
perfect day, in the: ſucceſſion of more than four thou - 
fand years; how müch expoſed would they be to ſexs; | 
ticiſm, endleſs uncertainties, and groſs impoſitions! 
Might they not lay their account with hearing one 
diviſion of their pretended fellow chriſtians afficming,, 
that all the dofriues which relate to the perſon. and. 
the facrifice of Chriſt are objects of mere theory: and. 52 
ſpeculation, aud that the belief of theſe doctrines i 18 | 
not eſſential to the character of à C hriſtian; while. 
another detſomination of Chriſtians aſſerts, that theſs, _ = 
aud all other doctrines found in the inſpired my OO 2 
belong unto the integrity of the Chriſtian ſyſtem? :; 
And'if hag bon ſhall they be ſatiaked 7 Enernabdoubry, 
| 1 1. 245 D 
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are the - neceſſary: conſequence of We . 15 
clone. teſtimony. Is there any other method, 
| beſides contemplating - theſe doctriues, as as parts of one 
uubole, evety one of which demonſtrates both its di- 

vine original and importance, by its abſolutely necel· 
ſary concurtence to the conſtitution of that aus? 
This is the one 1 he rapital reſt. of revealed . 
A triterion this, which is applicable to every artiele· 
of the Chriſlian ſaith without exception. I he evi. 
derce of every part of the ſacred OE ariſes; from, 
ita neceſſary. alliance to the whole, and to every other 
part; while the whole derives its evidence both 
from the amazing concurrence of all its parts to its 
eee from its termination in the nobleſt of; 
alends.” This is what we hope, through divine aſſiſt , 
ance, to exemplify i in che progreſs of this work. This: | 
teſt, and the evidence founded on it, raiſe all reveal 
ee truths infinirely above the little eavils and con- 
| L temptibſe arguments which the ehampioxs vf abſur - 
% er form againſt chem, as they ſt and ſingle and ex- 
poſed to rheir attacks in an unconnected ſtate. Nor 
"ought any to be ſarpriſed-thar- divine truths are lia 
15 to be aſſalled in that ſtate. There is nor a pro. 
poſition i in mathematics,” againſt. which, were it to 
; Tang ſingle and independent.a cunning ſophiſter might 
not raiſe ſome plauſible ohjection, ſufficient to ſtagger 
the mind of any perſon, who had never ſtudied Zu. 
c but had received that propoſition on the teilß⸗ 
_ monyof others. Butt a as ſoon as rhe perſon finde the 
 diſpure« theorem maintaining irs place-in the chain ef. 
„ mathematical 


* 


an len ling evidence. uns other propoſitions,” all- ca 
923 tils are ſummarily anſwered; every doubt is ſati· ed; 
and every argument, however plauſibly, founded, 
gives way to the fulneſs of rational conviction- 
The importance of vie wing revealed religion in the: 5 
connection of all its parts may be learned from the u · 
niform conduct of Heretics. Aware of the inſur- 
mountable: difficulty, which connected ideas of religion 
throw in their way, they leave no ſtone unturned tode · 
preciate, and to bring either into public hatred, or into 
popular contempt, all-efays which, the churches have 
made, to exhibit revealed. religion, by their public 
ereeds, in the mutual dependence of all jzs parts. The 
abſurdities which they induſtriouſly hunt for, and pre» 
tend to find, in theſe compoſitions, are only the 8⸗ 
C Lenſible reaſons ot their unitorm and inveterate oppas;. 
f tion to them. To ſay the leaſt, theſe abſarditiegy . 
real or prctended, are neither more numerous, nor, * 
more ſhock ing to reaſon and true de votion than thoſe, 
which. after all the pains taken to hide them, look 
Vid frightful ſtare through the wide-yawning incon.; 
ſiſtenciep of their own novel ſchemes. Ihe true rea · 
fon, of their hereditary ſpleen againſt them is,—they; 
; contain in them 00 many truths, and repreſent theſe, 
7 iy. ſuch a chain of coherence and mutual dependence. 
throws the, malt effeQual bar in the may. of mm . 
| hay dealers i in the arts cf ſenlpctio n. 
Deeply. ſenſible, of 1 this pb{tcu&ign to-their pious fe 
tes, er ſpare no ou 10 break thay chain, in fen 
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= 5 der that they may briog every article o 
oel its faſtaeſs, make it a ſubje& of end jets nirglidge" 
* E | aud un object of perpetual, ſeept cal uncertainty | 
Tuey muſt always. defpair of ſucceſs, till they have 15 
85 perbbaded men to relinquiſh thoſe ald fifhiqned” com. © 
poſitions; give up with every connected view of re · 
8 2 vealed traths; and proceed to examine the articles of 
ſſdzß/e chtiſtian faich fingle and independent, without 
itavce of the only teſt of a critical examination, 
"the only medium of rational eredibility, er an aſp 
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= *The*obſervation/tan have eſcaped none, that men 


ofthis character have always reaped their moſt plen - 2 
Fo futharveſts among thoſe, who either have wanted | 
E opportunity to ſtudy chriſtianity, in the connection | 
* and dependencies of irs : ſeveral articles; ar Who hate 
” fuffered themſelves to be perſuaded to abandon theſe 
x: . OFF views of it; or, finally. whoſe morals and vicious at- 
” trackmens make it their intereſts to Heeg da Ara. 
db)ber than liebt, Io their deeds) ould be reproved” 5 
3 Y Would chriftians, therefore, wiſh te diſappoint the F 
® 2 inſtruments of ſeduction, in an age when e | 
© - pains, Joined to exquiſite #k F | 
1 their ſituation au the hizheſl degeve's , . 


| they deſire roap ve themſelves fedfaht, : nnoveabley : 
, abounding in the work of the Lord e; let them 
utiouſty effay ta take frequent Ready views of 
£ the feveral doriges and duties of cri. 1770 as th 


* 
*>. 4 


bing by 1 


* 
- W: F 
1 


07 ann, $7 10 1 „ ͤ;ũ = 
VI, There is nothing wich which the minds a _ 

iſtians. ſolicicous about their eternal inte. if 
m frequent haunred, than. rormentine 
fagrs aud vain ſuſpicions, leit the whole ſcheme of res 
demption ſhould prove to be a cunningly deviſed fa: -7 
vis, With ſuch graundleſs alarms, it is too vel _ 
knawn,. chat the peace and joy of the molt æmine gn 
perſons: in all ages, have been greatly interruptedꝰ/ il 
Theſe have been ordinarily (perhaps juſtly" conſidered. . 
zs ſuggeſtions of the Dexil, ever ęnvYious of humag 
happineſs, and malicioully. bent te diſturb. thale 
vhom he gannot deſtroy,, But none of the Inferuals, = 
could give zhe leaſt degree of annoyance to any, were — 
ir dot on account uf their ou weakneſz, ariſmg from 
dhe derangement of their own ideas, with regard rg ff 
the. ſcheme of ſalration, in its ſeveral branches. 
Their minds, naked ot their principal defence, je e 
_ paſedat all times, to the moſt imminent danger, from, 2 
dhe malicious intrigues of their archefoe. What 28 8 F 4 2 
_ eal talk does the tempter find ir, to harraſs a mind... 


ger enriſti. 
kaſts, are org 
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Vith doubts, in Which he finds every ſentiment az 
bout religion in ſuch a disjainted ſtate, as even in- 


vires him to ſuggeſt the inconfiltency of one part with 
auqther, and. that the whole, an that account, is ab - 
ſolutely unworthy of God, whoſe every word and = 
every, work is peyſeRtion and harmony ? Yea, were, 
there no enviqus ſpirits to tempt ſuch a mind, it is It». = "2 
ſelf a powerful; nd dangerqus tempter to irſelf, Rea © -YM 
ſan, that | t ſovercign, though often corrupt judge of. = 
ihe is dan. agen We ea concern; | 2 
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a SONNET EDV 
due every objedwith pe eee * 
MM i ir WRT, but according tothe idlaf which the 
nnd has formed of i it, and e to! SE precijh | 


of che Aare ebene . horrid a Tencinenrs Hiſt uſt 
F realon torũ of the RE . it he be” 0 aa. 


on ke trüth or or Fully d In ach a ſtem 3. 
plexing embatraſſinent and tormenting 
approaching to deſpair, wuſt he be 


> thrown e ek fte. be 02507151 2107 vin: blo 
Of in ain to think. of adminiſtering chef ts a 


x os in füch circuinſtin& ; by "ſuggeſting to him, 
1 At el Ye bought to fubmit 118 reaſon to revela tion. 
. ere vie debr, which'& ery 


"np ar 6 mow like cli fixed . in —— 
"ous and Unmentürable ſpaces* d df the” univerſe; in 
| Hs influitely” ſuperior to the inveſtigat ons and des" 


"*Gifions of reaſon,—not only command belief in coniſe · 
Jenes of their divine ferelation, but neceſſurily ſhut 
© wp the mind to faith in them, by their nece ceflary an an 

: Inviolable conneQiou with every other part fie: 
ired ſyſtem. But this "is" not the caſe ſuppoſed. 


Iz de perſon ſees not the articles of the chrüitian faith 
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1 yen amincolerensjmble of ideas coneerting 
| them, bre caking ag b 
billows df the dexowring eddy. They do not apptar 
ſo much to be beyond the range of reaſon, or contra: 
dictor y to irs fündamental max ice, as incoherent and 
| incompatible, with one another, Yeorting: o the re- 


preſentation, which, incoherent and.inconliſtent ideas 


nake of th £m.;#0-4 che mind Now w,. it is not in the 
vncr;ot human nature, to belje ref inc ongruities and 
father hem on. Gop ; nor is ĩt any pact of the durꝝ 
Which rational creatures, owe to che eternal r Tam 


intellectual light. r renounce- the human under» 


ſtanding, and ſacrifige reaſon. at the ſhrine. of ae 


. whether r real. or galy ſuppoſe dq. q- 41 
„is therefore plain, that no, man, in ſuch circhm⸗ 


ances, can be extriegted from that zremendonsgulph 
of uncgriaigty and cnſe quemial tormenting anxicty, 
but byn coptemplatuimg the grand proc of the ſolidity 


laid 


*YX & 


dation. Ati is thie, which compoſes the diſtradted 


ming to wake the joys, and to feel the heavenly trarſa 


ponts Which reſult from a ſolid perſuaf jon of hat 
divine beauty. and harmony which-cxalt revelation j ine 
Kanirely, above rational doubt or evch beſitation. 1 
is this, which efteQually diſappoints the malicious 
tempter, and enables the, Chrittian to vauit over ne 
moſt mounrainous difficulties, whie h chat jorwidaþlo 


ow, in W. Aud ir is this. 75 
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ninſt one another, liks he ſoaming 


and permaneney, of that foundation which Gop hath. 
in Lien for- Ihe hope of S1NN ERS ehe harmony 
that Frernally, reigns among all. the parts og that fonn« 
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to unveil the 


why SEC LR Pry Rs 


Sv adh and Ghriptuclng aſtoiifiment of all = 
6718." "This. obſervation rallies" exaQly with, and 
b obe by't che experience of Saints i in every age 
299 aifter every c õ,,jĩ7.  Contemplating in the 
 HAMBleorifſes'of Heaven the immenſely rich pttvi- 
"Ke of their jüſtißcation, founded on the Hedeemer's 
Atöfemenk, nch Ras Fully vindicated the efſentivl 
Kid uflaflenable rights of God's tibral character, 
ö are they cheered; —— into whit trauſports are 
tie tlitowd by the Hopes of fal tation froth the penal 
| Gnfetuences 6f their arroctous rebellion againit the 
God wh made them Vet to uch perfons; eve 
dhe Rope of impunlty could avail very Hirte for then 8 
cbnfdlatton, aud the perfection of het ünmixed Jo N 
| Bey ot ſee, at the famè time, that the Nhe 5 
ol exangelical ſanctification is ile ay cohEReA . 
wittf che grand deſign of abolition front” guilt, and | 
reinſtatement in the divine” favour; àtid that both 
cötiſpire tö illüſtrate and retider eilrtally gloriotis 
the Jef int the nertii clitratter of Gb. e 
aut in the falvatiom of fitters; s. 
A Chandelier, ſuſpeuded i in 4 large room, Gt 
lies light över all that extenſtve place: Tf eperfeion 
of theilluntfaridn is effected nor oy by the ſeveral 
mys Wich pour themſelves immediately and direct 
Fonſtheparticlhr Higlits with whichit is furniſhed 
wd drHAmented; Büt alfo by thoſe which are reflect. 
e and Tefl iu a countleſt vaflety of angles, and 
in infinite directions, by the help of the multitude and 
variety of ſutfaces and priſms, by which they are re- 


3s 6er 71 
turned, or 1 which they find their pa 
Thus, che orderly and the artificial diſpoſition of ere 
ry part, in one aggregate, adds to the beauty: ant 
improves the ſplendid appearance of the whole zan 
every part, ſo. diſpoſed, communicates à greater 
quantity of ght, chan it covld do, were it fixed up 
in a ſingle; and detached ſtats. The ſcheme of Reve- 
lation is analogous. b cery tui, itt that grand deſign, ; 
1 not only ſhines in its own native beauty, and becomes 
4 fountain of comfort to rhe Saint in this vale of tears, 
but it alfo receives additional brilliancy and powerful 
| influence. from its orderly diſpoſition in regard of the 
whole, änd from its itiviolable relation tor all other 
red doctrines, which mix with its ſalutary- ener 


” a 37 theib ſocial beams; im one great/CONSTELLATHON 


Alice, ecleſtial . ; 5434 301 : $4! 'F Tir A 4 
contemp| duke Revelation 
"7 2 cob: eee in nothing ſo much; as 
ſn chat notlo eleration/of pa With Fe 


will of his e in (besen. 

Ff its ee d an ur We ain 
8 to the preceptive will of God: be conſidered, — 
bor great, how noble are its effects! & perſpicu- 
dus knowledge of, together weh x lively faltli in, the 
whole harmotiivus ſcheme of dodrines and duties ex- 

hibited in Revelation, in their proper connections, 
animates the whole ſoul with à moro tlran heroic ini - 


"iſs to abougd and to A in the diſcharge 
171 a „ 
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85 altogether inſurmountahle. It uniformly exhibits 


| 5 en I TIA r . 
rs cajeliea obligation. The Goſpel reſets | 
one uniform chain of the moſt cheering and embol- | 
5 dening motives, * which, "when duly contemplated, - 
never at to render che weakeſt Chriſtian ſuperior to 
che moſt mountainous difficylties, which, for his trial, 
are thrown jn his way, and may ſeem to others to be 


55 God under che notion of a Friend ® of 4 Father Þ 
of the delie vers own Gop f. In it, the divine | 
* r is drawn as including relations 11 — 
perior ta every example among men. Animaretby 
the faith of theſe, the Chriſtian is diſpoſed to Ne N 
Sod upon the nobleſt of all principles, the principle 72 
of lore, ripened and mellowed into the moſt delicious, 
rich, and eduring of all the. fruits of. the ſpirit— . 
$narTITUDE for the molt; . uncxampled prooft | 
of unmerited lore, and the moſt ample. demonſtra- 
tons of. unbounded liberaliry ||, Inſpiration” um- 
. formly affureszhe Saint, that Gon, with compaſfon 
| munen more tender than all the ſoft feel ngs. of ci- 
ner parent 8, looks down on him, ſtruggling with 
&ifficulties, and encountering all earch] diſcourage- 
mente, which lie in the way, © of his approving the cor- - i 
diality of his attachment to the honour of his Go A 
and the fandity of bis character and law: and. when 4 
the foe; would exact upon. him, or the fon .of wil 
chief wrong him, that his RxDZME , who erer 
fratideth for the children of his people, calls down, 


from? TONE. vid; a Rr frown,—Why perſe- | 
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EE 2% {cate : of 85 LF, The glanfum of | induſtry. and 


| : a em, 'even by oe, whole character ang profeſſon 
y oblige | them t to make theſe conſtituiions the. only 
\ Sen of their civil and religions conduct. Nr 
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a ee 15 1. 


8 1. 7 Ge ba oye, 1175 i 1 55 | 
cen 9950 * eier will he pot. ngen 


15 nt be, and, ro a0 in order to ; approjie "rhe. Yigaurs N. 


we 112 


well as t ile gneeriry. of. his lonez and ig demonſtrace, - 


| het ſorereign dominion which SAVER! ired 138 | 


tude. hath obtained ozer him % 
The melancholy ang ſecret reaſo 15 phy too many, 
* Chriſtians do no more than 9fhers, is—they 
beljeye no more than athers, They. give themſelygs. : 


9 9 to ſtudy the. connected glories of Revelan 
© on; ang d therefore, their ) bers are abſplucchs 


Silla: WHT i Cap argument and tine. 29 


agen, Wd Oey, meyer. feel the powerfulor=rrothg pres 
 Atible.impulle.of lore, von the charming miraRion of 
Fee 1 religious deſigns are all planned gy 


* 195 reel to hr on ip thelr Fest, 
vays calculated by the wh, of. er Sein it e 
on this a. accqunt, uo longer a futjeR. of aſropiſhinente 


that i hy laws 8 EE eaven haye Rot. moxe Atem on Raig 


OH 


will the. deportment c of the groſs, .of profeſſed, Chriſti, 
aps. exer_undergo_a reformation, in this. importans 
Point, gill the love, of Gon, appearing. jn the whole 
L pnected p plage of me rey, be generally ſtudied; and 

29 the bee Himulug to. obedience ; and till 


. * who name the name of Jeſus, FP, to view 
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l a inferipr ol 
c egard it on e bn 48 * rage! para al” wick) 
, their n bene ene, promote their "owe 3 
dels, 1 1405 "48 %.. 4 "vj we WI tr 2 23 
©. Upon he whole... da 5 Chatten wich coir = 
Futte in cnery .good Mark? Would bodefire tobe 9 
as eminent in eyery grage, and a uch diſtinguiſh — = 
8d by expagelical holineſs, as he is by ds laudible 
0 profeſſion 715 Is has an indiſpucable duty, fromiwhich' | MF 

20 Ohriſtiag of any; ſtarſon, or in any circum ſrances,. 
ca pleada. discharge Theo—rlet hün gite all 
Sliggnte t9.gnderirand; and ro digeſt Profileallyg n 
his:awa,migd, thę Whole ſcheme of Redemption; 
its parts, ad in all re cannedions of ttieſe parts? 
. * him de vontly me ditate, till he he feet che heabef· 
Gra Hagge garude achuuring every; 
B ste, 40d Gunularing his Whole auf 20 every! pars = 
x, wqrihy of; GD, and ef ghar rekarionhoibeargits © 
"Hit a3, his aWopred child... ci £2 22KIP 7 Tut "F318. are ts 1 
If the ſoxereign inhence, wich full vier dg che 1 
chniſt ian ſchenie hare upon the? "mind; ;be'conlidtertd 
regard. to che providentig will of God, Its feats 
dre not ſeſs important. Ever ſinet the fatal Spock of - 
was trjumphin this! world; the human“ ſpecies: hat » 
| been juſtly ſubjected to every kind” of ufffchon as ff go 
dizeful-efle&; and as the frightfuł tarbinter office: 
nal reſult, From their ſhare of theſe bitter fluits of - 
rebellon, it is the! gracious-pleaſure of God, that his 
dv maſt eminent ſainrs- ſhbüld not be etem mpred- 
We lay. the eric pleaſdre of God, We, not⸗ 


"Bt | withſtanding 
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eden, hs of other men; . 


a tary reſult of rp dwg ark ho 7 as 
i aber But how bind FOR Shes be Acer, 4 


their kigd or 2 Ex 22 fence ks 
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| that 28 no man can erpect to feel 
1 fllial ſubmiſſion under chaſ 


- 


£ wakes —— 


2 * 


| fe) en T 04 en 2 
Vorſt effe ds A. 'as — 408 eg EN. 
Doldened by the indulgent ſide of that eharakter, even 
the moſt diſſolute often catch at an un w arrüntẽd ch¹νj˖-. 

lation, tho lying under a monmainous>Joadof np: 

doned guilr, ſinking: them in the ſhoreleſs oream;- of ny 
penal eſſekts. Though their hearts continue proof 
agiinſt every gracious feeling, and equally arrdcheds 
2s before; to every rebellious cohrſe j they dare 15 
entertain a foral hope, that iheir ſufferings will-expi 
155 ate their erimes in the fight of their judge, whom they 
| fondly believe to be getile, even ro being unjults - 
| Ot the other hand, the timorous, though often the 
moſt yirinous, awed by the majeſtic tertors of ſterui 
jultice, efſettial' to the divine character, are rhrwwn 
into anxfeties exceeditly defeription; and cem aph - 
proaching to'defpondency,” when Joop calleth knits 
| dev, and wen formidable b) our of aflliftion fo tre 
1 mendous over then. Whence ariſe theſe' toregtel 
ing fears? Do they originate more from any other 
bource than from partial and indiltin® ''aditvin f = 
| God's character exhibited in the goſpel, in which xe 
imtefeſts" of juſtice aud merey are eternally en 

Are chey not greatly owing to ignorance; or honU, 
tention to the nature and genius of that infinitely wile 

ebnſtitution; in which merey makes ufe of aMiftions 
s the ſovereign means, to fr all her children for the 

eonſümmation of their happineſs, conſiſting in the 64 
ternal enjoymeũt of her richeſt favours ? Hatteiit⸗ 


on to "hs fereral EO of the divine an, e- 
ver 
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b proved fatal t oo = 7 reed 
om the verge of. infidelity, only by tal Fa mere 
five anc tanſiſtent view of Got s charidttr drank | 
,revelation... He went into ibe tary; andy in 
noniou + perfe&tions | of Dir 32 earn 
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Venn different ends of ti 
de ed, it is abſolutely mpenble te — 4 
he Po WE mind to reſignation to the ſeemingly | 
Were of as cd! in 6 other wan. 


e ſuperi 1 dees mnyeſtigationy of: that 
150 e eee e ſere, | 


to ſuffer ae wich labs, - 

obbrſes which would prove farak to them; 

ot the wieked is of fliore duratiot ; ; 
* fines chat the ſaints, not having yet arrive 
_ S&the! full: extent of their inte lle dual powers, and 
dot. belag Vet, furniſtred with proper data for aſcers 
mining the unte aſur able depths of providence; owe 
18 4 duty to the majeſty of Go, to acquieſce cheers 
in his borereign conſtirution, thar what of his 
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iſtent character of Zod, 


15 
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ce. and perfect reconciliation, and 
1 1 to that „ 
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m grace dupoic rg 9 — the ws 
T0 and to throw away their hoflile wea- 


: profulion. a Conſider the ituation of Jour 
Popiſh neighbours, and ſuffer the tears of p ty to 
ow-in abundance, for thoſe, to whom tlie oracles of 

ayen are impioufly Tr cruelly forbid to ſpeak, a 

m whom the Bible i is locked up, under all the ter- 

c, ANG I the horrors of the intern 
as the unmerited gift of ſo- 
vereignity, een 25 of wiſdom, which all the repeat- 
ed efforts. of the Grecian ſages could never diſcover ; 
Fic hes, which all the formidable ne 1 Rowe 


: | 8 3 3 0 f 3 : | L ul 
| SE an ee could 


2Cor. v. 18, 19, 


= 


Dos 0 ens TAN 
e never pour into the lap of that haughty miſtres - 


"Bf the world. Poſſeſſed of the Bible, you have no ; 9 1 
need to exclaim in anxious, painful 8 2 2 


who ſhall afcend into the heights of Parnaſſus, ch 
i is, to bring down theſe divine treaſures from the de- 1 . 
_ teſtable T hecgony, or the equally abominable Theology” © = 
of the ancient poets, or, who ſhall deſcend into the = 
unfathomable profound of Grecian or Roman philo- 7 4 : 1 
ſophy, that is, to bring them up from the miltaken = 
axioms, and the bewildering reafonings of theſe 
5 boaſted monopolizers of ſcience? No: glory to God 
in the higheſt | Theſe treaſures of - -wiſdom, theſe 
durable riches in righteousneſe, which teem from the. 
© reconciled character of God, are near vou. They 
| are in your Bibles ; they are daily i in your mouths ; 
and, woe unto you, if they are not alſo in your hearts, 
in all the cordiality of matchleſs eſteem, and 1 in N _—_ 
vigour of ſanctiſied affections. _ 
II. What an ineſtimable bleſſing to any e 1 
is a leatned, faithful and laborious miniſtry ! The 
love of Chriſt is uniform; and the manner in which 
he hath chofen to Wiouilitats its nature and aſtoniſg· 
| ing effects, to the end of the world, js infinitely ways 
thy of his economical wiſdom. Being himſelf. the 
image ofthe inviſible God *, and the effulgence of 
his glory f; and knowing chat a continual exhibition 
bo all the branches of the divine character, as they 
are all ſeen to harmonize in his perſon and meditation, 
is abſolutely oy for coupling the grand 
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A CONNECTED vIEW 


1 of converting, finners, 2nd building vp. the : 
Saints, till time is no more ;—He bach appointed, 
that an order of men, properly qualißed by; a com- 
petent portion of his gifts, and duly called by the ſuf- 
frage of his church, ſhould. be ſolemnly” fer apart to 
the pleaſant, though | too often unſucceſsful, employ- 
ment of bolding up the ſaving character of the Re- 
deemer to the vie w of a periſhing world; of ſpreading 
abroad the /avour of his good vintments ; and of preaches. 
ing among 1 the Gentiles his unſearchable riches... Un- 
Aer what obligations to the Redeemer is every indi 
_ vidual of the. human race for ſuch. a falutary conili· 
| rution | Hero beautiful upon the mountains ought the 
I, feet of thoſe to be, who bring good tidings,who publiſh 
= peace, and who ſay unto Zion, thy God. reigneth / An- 

gels are not officially veſted with miniſterial powers, 
nor © are they honoured with a ſtated commiſſion to 
4 Announce the goſpel of peace, and preach among ſin- 
ners the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, No; the : 
| Redeemer, who' took on him our nature, aw ity 

; frame; and well underſtood, that either their terror, 
5 as ſuperior beings, would make us afraid: or the 


put the 8 ae into 
 garthen ACER tha the excellency of the power may 


be fully demouſtrated tg ve. of Go Li not 1 
ten * ents 2 | 
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2 Cor. iv; 7? 
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4 The ſociery, therefore, which is happy i in a 2184 85 
niſtry, whom grace enriches, learning. adorns, gilts i 


| quality, and fidelity. diſtinguiſhes, ought eyer to ace 


count itſelf reſponſible for the conſequences of ſuch 5 
| 2 privilege. Exalted to Heaven, in regard of ſuch an 
| unmerited and diſtinguiſhing favour; every member of . 


ſuch. a church ought. to tremble, leſt he, not aware 
of his guilt and danger i in miſimproving i it, ſhould be 
thruſt down 10 bell, and receive his eternal portion a-. 
mong the unbelievers. The thunder, that once hurled 


its errors, even from the meek lips of the compaſ-* 
ſionate Redeemer, upon a Chorazin, a Bethfaida, and 


a Capernaum, ſhould continue to alarm all ſuch. ag 
are in circu mſtances ſimilar to thoſe of theſe ungrate* 


ful cities ; $: and ſhould excite them to cheriſh a ca- 


tious fear, leſt. its fatal bolt thauld be diſcharged upon 
their guilty, heads. There is, unqueitionably, ng 
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by t the ſeveral churches, as the means of their unity 
and concord, ill comport with the ſafet of their 
| idol-tener, and with the ho pes: of its propaga: ion 
They find, to their. no ſmall mortification, that, like 
Dagan, it is, after all their immenſe pains : to protect 
-# doughty god-head, a headleſs and diſmembered — 
block in the preſence of ſuch uſeful repoſitories of _— 
rrath:: And, therefore, like the prudent. Phiihtines, 
H they 
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4 and chat he may op hit 
ated aſſiſtance of the -fmich | 


-.,\ > way enjey 


5 | briſtizns to rhe contemplati 

1 s undivided character, and to warn them a- . 
CRY ſe Fer of either imbibing prejudi 5 
= ſt, or becoming indifferent" unto, one of the | 
= cha means of their inſtruction, eftablihment | | 
3 5 1 by empty clamour arid plauſible declam 
3 The autmor of bur holy religion is not ) 5 

=. 833 E 1 His revelation” is chat of} hi s charge 15 

=. Sy * 7 a b Ken on 1 b | 
5 1 Weben ce in 1 

© Which _— 1 never r be arcained, unleſs When al | 
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re. 42 e ü is 3 this the Hol 7 
Scriptures, at they. boaſt 2 divine original, mit le 0 4 


i repoſitory. of \ ſubjects, among which © harmony, » 


_ guer-reigns ;.and that they, on that accoumt, promiſe 3 
1 ee N ng wr WOE. „ 
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"8 Pequragement, A ie quarter it way 1 
| _ ariſe, Cnity. the, finews. of Taidable endeavour. Fa- _— 
mion is” an inexotable tyrant.” The faſhionable opt. 
nions' of any. age Bias" the underſtandin gs, and con- 
trop | with lovereign fway, the actions of thoſe who 
ef Wu? It great unhappineſs to think, or act con- 
reaky to: the reigning 1 taſte, ' Norwichſtanding all chat 
| has been faid, to demonſtrate the important: advanits. 2404 _ 

ges, which would unqueſtionably reſult from a regu- 2 
_ kat kd oni efted {indy of the facred oradtes;; "many; vx 

_ . though! in other reſpects they may be ſenſibſe /and 
Pious perſons, being carried 2 by the tyrannicaf = 
Prejudices of the times, may treat our deſigu with 
Fon tempt, as chimerical and abſurd. They —_— 4 
- even object to both its expediency and its practicabi. 2 
- ity, by alledging, that many have attempted the 
reduQion of revelation ro ſyſtems, without accom- 
. pliſhing any good end by them : Yea, that inſtead 
of ſerving the cauſe of revealed truth, and promoting | 2 
"0p inſtruction and edification of the churches, hefe \ 0 
com- 
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 contpoſitions LE greatly 5 to corrupt the 1 
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- Nreams of Chriſtianity, ' as they "glide ; tranſparetb 
thei e ver adam of terelationy and have | 


37 
®* 2 x 


-writteh at 


1 
4 
* 


gifferent times, in very diſtant. 


ages, by different perſons, * (and theſe of a 
ſometimes oppoſite characterg) vader differ r i 


: 


nations, in different languages, and | all: ' withot 
ny of thoſe 3 ii 9 zodes. 2 


rg Th. 3. 4 
n 


ment, wh 4 


ich bare been vſed in ſucceſſion n. 
* intended. thar't 


ke” they were originaUy v vrinen. 
We ſhall review theſe c 
_y to l 


ſnew 


keiens z and, on hes account, 
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- HERE: is nothing, 


ee e proof of the we 
pride, and peeviſhneſs of the huinan mind; Than "thi 
Ir linitely diſtant exrret es, into which it is apt to run, 


* 


ether with the ſudden ſeaps it bometines 


| From one 20 another. / The moment at in "which 


his route; and With him equal 
bety the ſteepeſt mountain and the deepeſt vale,” to 
| hinder them from exchanging the paſtures of pleary 
for the heath of the wilderneſs, The maj 
mankind are too precipitant, from tlie ſtrong lupe? 
- flon which the alarm has made on their minds, to 
give chemſelves time to enquire' with due delibera- 
tion, whether the evils they feel or fear, originate 
8 themſelres from the abuſe of them, 
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er the hey 13 10 Chika 6 2 1 has 8 mer i i 
© with rhis injurious treatment. When its peculiar 7 


boch haye been artfully keld up to view, by e 


B - plauſible reaſonings of ſome demagogues, asunfviep! 
. - - bythe morale ot mankind, - inſtantly, like the Kgp- | 
"Is nee Sickllenciet are 
1 0 . 25 lol in ihe imagination of its ümperfectians z 
* 0 55 and. the mpltingde,” implicitly. clic; the ale 
. ; pretences ofatheir leaders, readily: 3 
- ie goſpel of Chriſt. for the more fattering ſyltem-of | 
175 Balagius, ot for he more modern ſcheme | of Secnui; = 
e bel expeRted, that à kinder treatmeng 1 
' ſhould: be indulged to ſyſtems, whichy though. tex 
may edntein nothing but what is tughly: agreeable ; 
- fodthe": divine r their. compolitiang - : 
Seh Human ot. me LEN 1 | 72 5 of ri li ner 5 ; 


Before we reyie x, and aprempy, 2 any: anſwer to the, 
ns abjeRiorts; - de malt ende a our tor aftertaig 8 
With \Procibop.- that idea, -which- i is fignified and — ; 
5, Ae to de underſiood by che-tern S rSTh R * 5 
„ we Rave fixed che preciſe; notion of che term; il” 
it Will then appearzitllat there is:n9; ſuoh ground ſot | 
Wi agdiglt ſyſtemg, as the werld have of late 
7 ew taught to believe. Words, Like clgaths; ares 
under. the dominion of cyſtom... „Withopt the leaſt: 
Senta m beit propriety. and uſe, they are ugly or? 
„ Wee as, che tyrant faſhion is pleaſed to decree. 
4; of ſyſtem i is a cham. of principles, - arranged in that: 
order gohich, beft-ſuits te cubors 5 f partic wiat, geln, in 
Lal enge. > e n 
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; 1 4 4 deferißttön applicable to every iyſtem hin 


<< eee algae 3 of oh ha. 15 5 8 


p64 By that word but; at tlie, fame ding! 


ee pe it he ot facts (bf matte? © 
buen or mqtal truths? df convent ne o 
claus and infdivagions?! | - b. 

For, by principles in — F we W 
Sendet only thoſe-fieſt and leading prineiples in any 
| frience;'on Which the whole depends; bar alſd inge: 
nerab all iaterfalr late ber, capaple of u com cted 
ee ſuſted to the purpoſe of the def amt 
makes it." \ This, & & judge aalks mekee dhe l n 
Epen pronoumees au entire Ijſtettf of evidence; Nhenz 
HW afl the "virions, and ſeemingly Helacitd = 


fabts, pb et contra, atteſted by the ſeveral Witneſſes, 
de falthfully and deterouſſy arranges them in ſach un 
order, conhꝭction, and dependence; a& may ſerve to 
direct the underitandings of the jury in forming then 
verdickt. 4 philoſopher; diſcourüng on the proper 755 


nes of light | or of eleftricity, arranges? his'feveral ext 
periments; and the phaenbmena vb ler were te „ 
ſult of his experiarents;/ iu ſublr a order ab to form 
rregular ſyſtem” of proofs, on which he founds the. 


probability or dertuinty of his conciuſions In ſuortz 


= BrsLz' itſelf, notwithſtanding all the odjum thrown. 


Aen. 
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the term, © is; a fyſter; in the moſt proper a4 | 
bu ſenſe. It is ar arrange ment of all the'thaterſtils . 
of revelation n chat order, which. according to:the = 
unerring wiſdom 6f God; was moſt eminently accomm 5 
modlated to gain the i TREE ende of ſuch la roter 
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4 1 or view. Te” 
i order to exp our weaning? more fully on this | 


bee eee n orders. t. ee 
Cefar to ſyſtem, is capable of being: diverlified, both 
en account 8 of che materials to be arranged, and of 
the deſign which i is intended to-he: gained by the ard | 

| rangement. e e 

I. Oupzx receives fa eiten fro "het ns 
turt of the materials to be arranged. An hiſtorian | 

and a moraliſt propole the ſame end in cheir compyo - 

Fd ions, —nameiy, to inſtruct mankind in virtue, and to 
: 4s % 1 75 5 or deter chem. from vice. But how differ - | 

: isifle a arrangement of the former from that of the 
2 Fa ? The writer of hiſtory, deriving all his argu», 
3 ments from facts, prolific, indeed,, of erery moral 
1 inſtruQioth,, holds them up to view in the order of | 
dine in which they happened, or as effects s teeming 
-* inthe order of nature from adequate fucceſſire cauſes. 
1 : The. moraliſt/ on the -other hand, deducing alt, his 
Y 1 proofs f from the nature, properties, and opniſequenis 
1 ces of virtue and vice, deduced from the law.of na · 
ture, and diſplayed i in the hiſtory of mankind, is un- 
aer A neceſlity of arranging theſe laſt, in ſach a point 
of light as may Terve to demonſtrate, in the moſt con- 
vincing manner, their contraſt, contratiety, and eter 
nal oppoſition... To gain his end, he muſt range the 
; virtues and the vices in their natural druer, connec- ; 
tions, and mutual dependencies, reſpectively: Ho 
muſt demonſtrate the relation of theſe, and the * 
Is of _ to the moral perfection of Deity 2 
And 


| | or CURISTIANITY. ed „ 
| And be muſt exhibit, in the rongeſt lights, the 
happy conſequences. of the former, and the diſmal 
effects of the latier. When, at any time, to gain 
this. laſt deſign, he makes uſe of the ki orian 's in- 
Readtre, page,. he is fo far from adopring the hiſts- 
.Tian.'s $ Siltioguilhing order of arrangement, that he 
boldly ſeledts the moſt. oppolte facts and the molt 
ſtriking examples, that, can be found among nations, | 
the moſt diſtant both i in time and place. _- again 
„The caſe, with regard td the ſyſtem. of laſpiration, | 
and ſyſtems of human compoſition, i is, almoſt in every 
A a analogous to what has Veen obſerved. 
The general deſign of both is the fame, namely, itt 
ſtruction in order to falyation. In the firſt, God infalli- 
dlyi inſtrudts 1 men in thoſe thin gs, which human eye Had 
never ſeen, human ears had never heard, nor could | 
ever have, been conceived by the human mind,” By 
= the laſt, allible men, deriving all their knowledge of 
85 thoſe object from Revelation, charitably i inſtruc one 
another, faying, know © ye the Lord. But though 
1 ere be, or ou ght te to be, the moſt perfect identity in 
the principles of Ba ohe and of the other, materially 
Tiewed,—yer they come under yery different formal 
"conkiderations. 2 Hence, the order of their arrange- 
ment, in the inſpired volume is neceſſarily different 
from 1 that, which muſt be obſerved i in ſyltems of bins | 
man compoſition. | bp ib the former, the counfels and 
perſections of God, the character of the Redeemer, 
and the whole ſcheme. of ſalvation through bis atone 
ment, as "theſe \ were gradually brought to View, in a 
; W a TOR e tete! th cee 
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on 417 © 
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5 A cov NEED viv 
| bicceſfon of indiſpurable facts, and in a ſeries of he 
- moſt intereſting events, during a period of no leſs 
5 n four thouſand years, make up tlie ſubject of re- 
velation. It was, therefore, neceſſary, that the den | 
of the bj Norian ſhould be chiefly employed, under the 
infallible direction of the SPIRIT; and that the 
order obſerved. ſhould be no other than that of time, 
as moſt eminently accommodared | to the gradual diſ- 
covery of theſe ſublime objects. But in the latter, 
theſe principles, or materials of revelation are not 
viewed under that formal conſideration. The canon | 
is compleated ; and, therefore, they ought to be 
x gen, not 455 in the order of their ſucceſ- | 
Arating © one e by their eſſential connection aud 
the uniformity of their deſign. To gain this end, the 
moſt i important of any that falls under human pur- 
Nuit, ſuch. an order muſt be choſen, as ſhall app pear 
to the perſon who makes the choice, to be the moſt 
conducive to aſſiſt him and others, f in comparing the 
various materials of reyelation; 55 in contemplating thar . 
-reciprocation of evidence, ſo manifeſt among the 15. . 
veral parts of the inſpired oracles ; and in judging, E 
with preciſion and certainty, concerning the true 
ſenſe of the ſeyeral ſubjects which conſtitute the 5 
cred volume. The order in which ( God choſe to ar- 
range the ſeveral | objedts of revelation was unqueſlion- 
ably the beſt for the purpoſe of making : a gradual 


| pexelation z but that order is beſt for the KV cf 


mam a rexelation already made and compleat, | 
| which 


* 5 


or 25 RIS TIIN ITI. 5 


ls: moſt effectually aſſiſts the Chriſtian and the 5 
ſtudent to compare its; yarious branches, and to con- 
 templaze theſe. in their due connedions and in their 
wy mutual dependence. And, indeed, the writers of 
ä Ae yea, of eyety ſpecies of compoſition on di- 

vine ſubjects, have ſucceeded i in their attempts to bur. 
4 revelation for themſelves, and in teaching it 
to others, in exact proportion as they have honeſtly 
purſued that order, which, according to the nature 
of the thing, is moſt conducive to hold up the ſeyeral 
ſubjects of the inſpired books, not in a detached and 
independent ſtate, but as mutually conſpiring to 
form, one ſcheme. of Mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and 
a Tag. ure U rr of the only wiſe Go. 
Mee flatter ouxſelves, that, from theſe obfervations, 5 
it will appear to he no raſh aſſertion, if we ſhould 
maintain, that no man can have a juſt veneration for 
the Holy Scriptures, while he execrates .human' fy{- 
tems, merely becauſe they are /y/tems3 or becauſe 
they are human. Are they odious becauſe they are 
Mlemt! The Bible itſelf is a ſyſtem. Order and 
harmony, which conſtitute the eſſence of ſyſtem, are 
eK ſſential to God, and to all his productions: And, 
1 though revery and abſurdity may be very acceptable 
to: a perſon whoſe powers of underſtanding are de- 
ranged; nothing can be expected to meet with the 
approbation of a perſon, in the full poſſeſſion of theſe 
powers, but what comes recommended by order and 


2 Are they hatetul becauſe they are u- 
man: 5 Upon the ne eee not all our cen- 


. 1 tenplatione 2 


A connected vis w 
templations of faecred ſabjects, retina the bider ob- 


1 ſerved} in revelation, | to bean abomination in our e eyes? | 
Notwirhſtandio g the order obſerved; are they not alk 
Mike” enen of divine objects it the 
mind ?- But, can any perſon,” in the due exerciſe of | 
his reaſon, affirm, that it ever Was the i intention -of 
God, in makin a revelation, that men ſhould con- | 
template and fudy the fubjeQs of.it; in no other or- 
der, than that ip "which it is dehvered? Muſt we. | 
never arrange its principles, i in ſuch an order, as to 
compare  ſpiritnal things with ſpiritual? Muſt its doc- 
trines Be always contemplated ſingle and- indepen- 
dent, and as objects of theory only, without daring 
ſo to arrange them, as to be capable of comparing 
them with one another, and of judging concerning 
their evidence, conſiſtence, and-falutary tendency? 
Have even the neiſy traducers of ſyſtems neyer been 
guilty of comparing and reaſpning on the- dodrines f 
revelation, in an order very different from łhat, in 
which they were delivered; Have they compoſed no. 
Hays on the ſubjefts of revelation ? Have they deli- 
vered no ſermons? Have they publiſhed no cate- 
chiſms? Have they, in all theſe, ſtrictly adhered to 
the order of revelation ? It they, in any of theſe, have 
«departed in one jotta from the Janguage, ſtyle, and 
order of the ſacred books, they have unawares 
plunged themſelves into the hated abyſs of ſyſtem, 
have become inconſiſtent: with. themſelves, and haye 
incurred the cenſure of God himſelf, —T Therefore, 
deer art t inexcuſable 0 MS, that Judge; ; for where- 


= in 
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i ibau ſudgeſt another, thou condemneft bree fo theu 
that. judgeſt deſs the ſame things *. b 
II. The order of compoſitions. is. | diverſified pin 
cipally from the end and intention of the arranges 
ment, The galeniſt and the botaniſt make very dif- 
ferent arrangements of che productions in the vege⸗ 
table kingdom, while the ſupreme Author of Na- 
ture in giving them their annual exiſtence, arranges 


= them in an order infinitely diffe reur from that of | 
either: Vet! it never entered into the mind of any f 


man to arraign them as guilty of abſurdity or impiety, 
| becauſe they have each purſued an order in their 


ſyſtems, ſubſervient to the intention of their reſpec- 

tive arts, though infinitely diftin& from that, which 
che Creator has obſerved in the ſyſtem of vegetation. 
No one ever accounted Linnæus an abſurd old wo- 

man, becauſe he joins the productions of May with 


thoſe of September, in one genus or ſpecies, in order to 


aſcertam the number of claſſes in the vegetable world, 


directly contrary. to the order of nature; nor did 
any ever accuſe: Galen of impitty.: and ſacrilege, be- 
*cauſe, overlooking the order nature obſerves in her 
productions, he arranges the fruits of the Indies with 
thoſe of the Levant, in one claſs of medicinal ſim- 
ples, poſſeſſed of the ſame ſalubrious qualities. The 
. Teaſon is obvious. The great Creator, in the order 


which he obſerves in uſhering the variegated vegeta · 


table tribes into exiſtence, aims at their ſeaſonable 
een whereas the © ph yician or the  botani/f 


„ aims 
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aims at the "knowledge of theſe obje&s, already Pros: 
* duced, in relation to his particular Ar . had 
analogy is obvious to: the loweſt e in 
regard to the infinitely rich productions of revelations, 
and the ſyſtems of falllble men. In the former, God 
intended the introduction of a revelation at ſundry 
times, and in diverſe manners; and, therefore, choſe 
an order infinitely well accommodated to his de- 
ſign. But in the latter, men huinbly propoſe to un- . 
ger/tand'that revelation, and to undertand one ano- 
ther concerning it; and, to gain that end, chooſe 
Whatever method. or. ſchenie they judge maſt proper to 
aſſiſt their intellectual powers in ſo important an in- 
veſtigation- Now, if the phyſician' was. never accu- 
ſed of pride in'overlooking the order of nature, and 
in chooſing one of his own, ſubſervient to his inten- 
tions ; if no one ever ſuſpected him of abſurdiy) fan 
cying, that the order he has obſerved in his ſyſtem is 
perfect, and equally infallible as that which the inſi- 
nitely wiſe Creator obſerves, in all the productions 
of omnipotence: How abſurd and injurious is it to 
furmiſe, that the writers of ſyſtems, propoſing no 02 
ther end to themſelves by them, than humbly to con- 
template che extellencies, and to taſte the heavenly 
fweets of revealed truths, theſe ſublime productions 
of revelation, proudly exalt their ſchemes to an e- 
quality in regard of authority with that ſacred ſyſtem, 
from which they form them, and by which they wiſh 
_them to be ſoverejgnly tried? If at any time, any 


man, or any ſociety of men, baye miſtaken the pro- 
per 


| or CnnrSTIANITY. Lo: 
per end of human ſyſtenis, and have made them the 
canon or rule ol faith, inſtead of the organ or iuſtrul. 
ment of #nowletlge,” they mult *anfwer both for the © 
iafult offered to the div ine oractes; aud for 'the Abele 
of a mean ſo uſeful for underſtanding them. 
It appears from the preceding remarks, that no 
man can reprobate ſyſtents of humitit'tompolition | 
upon a ſolid foundation, without firſt offering aproof, 
that their authors had the /ame end in their eye in 
framing them, that God intended in blefliti tlie 
world with che infpired volume, —BHatelys che Hd 
tion of a new revelation; and that they have changed 
their order of arrangement in theirs, trom that of 
God in his, in order to accommodate” it not to th 
: teaching of a religion founded on revelation, bur to 
the introduction of a new religion, founded on the - 


= maxims of reaſon,” If there be ſuch monſters in the 


world, they and their ſyſtems deſerve to be execra- 
ted. But it is here, as in moſt caſes of à ſimilar nav 
ture, he, who is the biggeſt villain baits! fieſt "and 
l bs AE br. 111 
It ſeems alſo to be plain, that « Wins Glems can- 
aotbeccpulilicacty bäniſhed, Wwithom caſhiering at 
the ſame time, and without exception, all human com- 
poſitions, on divine ſubjects. Every ſpkcics of reli 
gious compoſition, upon whatever ſabjeR, is a human 
| ſtem of certain thoughts on chat fubfectz reduced 
to the form of propoſitions, and arranged in thut or- 
der, which to the author appeared moſt eligible for 
. holding up the whole in the moſt adyantageous point | 
40 ä of 
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lage on wl mch e 6g 
order that. is moſt eligible, and enpreſſes the 
of i its not i in the language, of the text itſelf, 5 for - 
d. de ore intel ible than it Was, | 
in that language and in thoſe phraſes which, ap- 

ar to him/ro-conrey 3 it moſt fully, and with the lea 
mbigujty.—A nd what do the writers of ſyſtems 
more than üs! ?,The only difference. ſeems. to be, 
that thoſe write . a ſyſtem wherein oE or a rr. 
ſubjects are compared with others, their mutual re- 
are demonſtrated, and their truth, beauty, 
importance are diſplayed; while theſe write a 
em, in which Evx xx ſubject of revelation, is con- 
ed and compared with others ; their mutual 
connection and dependence are contemplated ; their 
truth is thereby demonſtrated; and others, as well 
| convinced of the importance and 
latary tendency of every thing contained in reve- 
lation. What has been already obſerved” might 
ſerve; us a ſufficient anſwer to every cavil, that has 
ſyſtems. But we ſuall attempt a 
to a few of the principal objections, 
which later writers have laboured 9 7 TAO: againſt 


NO. ee A CaO: 75 71 
gn 07. 37 155 915913 25657 ener e 
"03JzoTION' pins. e 
T — been objefted to regular ſyſtems of nom: 
ed truths, —* That many, in almoſt every age of the 
_ chriſtian church, have -attempted to reduee the chriſ. 
tian religion: to ſyſtem without throwing any additional, 
light on the ſaered page; or indeed, without ſerving any: 
other valuable end, ſufficient to balance the hurt they: 
have done in the chriſtian world, ſince the 0 
ment of chriſtianity by Conſtantine the great.“ 73 
In reply to this objection, found in the mouths of, 
many at this time, we obſerve the following things.. 
1. In eſtimating and comparing the quantity of na- 
tural good or evil in phyſical objects, difficulties, al - 
together inſuperable, frequently occur; but, in com- 
puting the quantum of moral good or evil in, or ari- 
ſing fram moral objects, there ſeems . to be no diffi- 
culty at all. The reaſon is obvious; - moral objects 
cannot ſend forth both ſiveet waters and bitter. No 
cauſe, morally good, can produce effects morally: 
evil; nor can any cauſe morally evil produce an ef. 
fect morally good. Whatever moral good may ſeem 
to ariſe from any object morally evil, flows only oc- : 
caſionally from it, and is the effect of ſome other 
moral cauſe. And the moral evil that may ſeem to 
_ - originate from an object eſſentially, or by divine po- 
ſuive inſtitution good, derives all its moral malignity 
from ſome other ſource, while the miſtaken cauſe i: 
ng mere than an ingocent occaſion of its exiſtencs 


K 


. 
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h It therefore follows, that there can be a0 compara- 
tive eſtimate at all. All the moral good or evil, flow- 
ing from their correſponding cauſes, is to be eſtimated 
in its fulleſt extent, without any deduction ariſing 
from the contrary quality. It is, in conſequence of 

this reaſoning, eaſy to infer, that if human ſyſtems 
gdf revealed religion be lawful means of inveſtigating ' 
and teaching divine truth; it ever they have been 
the proper moral cauſes of praiſe · worthy moral ef- 
fefts they are not chargeable with any morally 
evil effects, which may have occaſionally followed 
them, ariſing from very different ſources. Were the 
caſe othe rwiſe, the - conſequences would be moſt ab- 


de accurately examined, it might with great propri- 
ety. be mace a queſtion, whether, fince the com- 
mencement of civil government in nations and em- 
Pires, as much, or even more moral evil has not 
followed the adminiſtration of that inftitution, than 
all the moral good that has been produced by it, in 
any age, or in any nation? Yet, who but a mad. 
man could dream, that, for this doughty reaſon, the 
divine ordinance of civil policy ought to be laid 
aſide, and execrated as a fource of human woe 
Nay, we may carry the caſe farther, ChR18T told 
Y His diſciples, that he came not to ſend peace, but a 
#8 ſword.* His prediction hath been ſo far verified, | 
3 | that it may be queſtioned, whether the moral, as 
well as the natural evil, which has hitherto attended 
. on 


Matth. x. 34. 


ford and impious. Were the hiſtory of mankind to 
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vn chriſtianity, in all her ſtages, is not cut to the 
moral good the has produced among all the nations 
ſhe has yet viſited. If che horrid tyranny, whick 
has been exerciſed in the name of the Logy over 
the conſeiences, as well as the bodies of men; if 
the unparalelled murthers, which have been com- 
mitted for the glory of Hl, who came not to de- 
ſtroy men's lives, but to ſave chem; if the horrid 
infalts offered to heaven in proſtituting the beſt re. 
ligion to the worſt ' purpoſes: If theſe; I ſay, with 
an et crera almoſt infinite, be taken into the ac> | 
count, the quantum of evil will far exceed tat of | 
good. But is chriſtianity: on that aceount to be re. 5 

jected? God forbid! Although none of theſe evilt 
| would have exiſted, had not occaſion been taken from 
chriſtianity to perpetrate them, yet chriſtianity ĩs in- | 
nocent'as her author. We are at no loſs to find the f 
genuine origin of all theſe miſchiefs, and moral evils, 
in the infernal e een in Hunan ba- 75 
| ſoms. 8 | 
The caſe of confeſſions, creeds | en ine Ee. 
_ aRly parallel, if it ean be proved, that they are an 
inſtitution of heaven for moral purpoſes. And what 
man, who acknowledges, that ſermons, tracts, eſ- 
ſays, comments, apologies, catechiſms, &c. are jo, 
can doubt of it? Has not God commanded chriiti- 
ans to inſtru& and edify one another in the truth *? 
Hlas he not enjoined jr upon them, to be alwaz $ 
ready to render a reaſon of the hope that. is in them, 

- with 

* Heb. x. 35. 
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with meekneſs and fear?“ Has Hz not made con- 


75 70 an wich the mouth as eſſential to ſalvation, as be- 
lieving with the heart is to righteouſneſs ? And 


can any of theſe important duties be diſcharged with- 
out the means, to which common ſenſe, as well as 


revelation, directs us? Sermons, and reading, or re- 


peating the ſcriptures are efſentially different exer- 


ciſes We mean ſuch diſcourſes are not delivered 


in the very words, and in the identical arrangement 


of ſcripture. If ſo; every ſermon is a hem; yea, 


and the Preachers Crecd too (if he is not either a 


Sceptic or a. knave) on the head of _— or 


Werd. on which it is formed. 


True! ſyſtems may be excecdingly abſurd. Some 


are. What then? Some ſermons are fraught with 


abſurdity, ſome with horrid impiety. Muſt, there- 
fore, the ordinance of preaching be execrated ? Or 
muſt all their. abſurdity, hereſy and impiety be im- 
puted to the inſtitution ? In a greater or leſs degree, 


all human compoſitions (and indeed all human ac- 


tions) are ſtained with moral imperfections. Muſt 
abeſe ſuperſede the obligation, by which we are 


bound to exerciſe our active powers in religion? Or 


mull all the wheels of human induſtry ſtop at once, 


becauſe imperfection attends the agent, moral evil 
ſtains the action, and natural evil often becomes its 


ruthſul conſequent! | | 

2. If there be any reaſon and truth in theſe obſer- 
vations, it, will be eaſy to account for all the hurt 
that 
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that has followed the uſe of ſyſtem, ſince tlie days 


of the famous Conftartine, without loading this mode 


of inſtruction with any part of it. This ſhall be 
particularly attempted, in the anſwer. to the ſecond 
ohbjection. It is ſufficient at preſent, to obſerve, 
that, ſeeing chriſtianity iiſelf has been ſo miſerably 
| corrupted, no one needs to be aſtoniſhed, that the 
means of teaching it have ſhared'in the common miſ- 
fortune. Sermons and comments, in the manner 
they have been managed, have not done leſs hurt, 
than ſyſtems and creeds. The extravagant prejudices 
of men's underſtanding, and the yet more abſurd 
paſſions of their hearts, poiſoning divine inſtitutions, 
and the laudable means of communicating chriſtian 
knowledge, are only to be: blamed. Were it other- 
wiſe, chriſtianity, even fair and ſpotleſs chriſtianiry 
herſelf would be ſcarlet-coloured, and her Divine 
AuTHoR would be chargeable with the greateſt part 
of their blood, whoſe ſouls cry from under the altar, 
how long, O Lord, holy and true, deſt thou not Judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth.“ r 
1 In ſine; whether ſyſtems, « or regular waſte: q on 
the whole ſcheme of revelation have thrown any ad- 
ditional light on the ſacred page, we ſhall not raſhly 
determine. The expreſſion perhaps is ambiguous, 
Revelation is a ſacred emanation of divine and ſuper- 
natural light from the FaTHeR of LIS. To throw 
any additional upon it, in this point of view, is 


equally 


Rev. vi. 9, 10. 
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equally impoſſible, us wo adi do the fptendony of the 
meridian fan, by the feeble: glimmer of a fepaichral 
mp. Every ſpecies of human compoſition whatever, 
as well as chat of foſters, is equatiy,, i; el infaltely 
unit to throwany light upon vevelation, as. iu is a for .- 
vereign efflux of ſupernatural light from che eternal 
Jource bf all that comes under that denomination. 
- Moſt therefore, all human compoſitions 'be: thrown 
aſide, as the ridiculous attempts of madmen to do 
what is eternally impoſſible ro be done? Notwith- 
compoſition can add nothing to the beauty, excel- 


lenee and evidence of the osjzcr,; may they not 


be, have they not oſten been, the inſtruments of 

aſſiſting the human underſtanding in the contempla- 
tion of the oBjecT, and in the inveſtigation of the 
ſeveral relations, which its parts have to one another? 
Is rhe teleſcope, or the priſm of no uſe, becauſe no 
additional ſplendor is poured on the diſtart luminary 


by that, nor any additional properties eonferred on 
light by this ? Have aſtronomy, and the doctrine of 


colours received no acceſſion of light from theſe aids 
to the human eye? To deny the utiliiy of ſyſtemati- 
cal ebmpoſitions on divine ſubjeRts, for affiſting the 
buman underſtanding, in inveſtigating the relations, 
which ſubſiſt among various branches of revelation, 
would be equally abſurd, as to deny the advantages 
the ſciences have derived, and are likely fiill to de- 


rive from the principles of a Newton, c or the inven- 
tions of a Gregory, 


O B- 
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e - Hon fyſtems, inſtead of ferving the PL 
of revealed truth, and promoting the itiſtruction and 
edification of the churches, have greatly rended to 

| corrupt the pure ſtreams of chriſtianity ; and have 
greatly contributed to embarrafs the minds, and mar 
the edification. of chriſtians.” 

Were the facts, as they are ſtared in the objedion 
granted, the argument founded on chem, againſt hu- 
man arrangements of divine truth, is naught. Ser- 
mons, comments, &c. have greatly tended to corrupt 
the chriſtian religion, and, inſtead of edifying, have 

| greatly puzzled chriſtians. Muſt they therefore, be. 
finally diſcarded ? Is there no diffcrenee between the 
uſe and the abuſe of a divine inſtitution? Muſt every 
laudable means of inſtructing chriſtians in the doc- 
trive of faith, and of promoting and perfecting the 
communion of churches in the acknowledgment of 

| the truth, be diſcarded, the moment they are di- 

| verted from their original intention, and proſtituted 
to ſerve the luſts of wicked and ambitious men? No 
man, unleſs prejudice has warped his underſtanding 
prodigiouſſy, or reſentment has blinded his eyes, 
will ever chooſe to. hang, an Important cauſe on fo 
lender a thread. 

It is not denied, chat the anus: of ſyſtem has been 

of the worlt tendency, Vea, has been accompanied 
| with 
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| with the moſt deteſtable conſequences in the wn 
church. But have not the abuſe and adulteration of 
the moſt ſacred myſteries of the chriſtian religion 
| been attended by ſimilar eonſequences? Havre pox. 
as many. human ſacrifices bled at the altar of the ab. 
ſurd idol, transſubſtantiation, as at the ſhrine of 
bs ereeds and confeſſions? Muſt therefore, the ordi- 
4 | nance of the Lord's ſupper be expunged from the 
* liſt of divine inſtitutions, becauſe j it has been, and is 
* ſtill liable to be, abuſed. to the purpoſe of not only 
effectually puzzling the underſtanding. of chriſtians, 
but of inhumanly murkhering their perſons ? ? Had 
ſyſtems, creeds and confeſſions been exempted from 
ſharipg in the common miſapplication of things ſa- 
cred, during the middle ages, it muſt have been by 
no thing leſs than a miracle, ſeeing the plaineſt and 
moſt ſimple inſtitutions did not cleaps.s the "+; rr 
hands of daring innovation. 5 
The paſſions of mankind are ſufßetent to account 
for all theſe corruptions. Pride alone, aided by the 
other corrupt propenſions of the heart, is adequate 
to the whole effect. Chriſtianity had not long poured 
dom ber heavenly influence on a world lying in 
a, wickedneſs and miſery, till many of her ciſciples, 
actuated by ambition, faſcinated with the eclat of 
that philoſophy, which had gained the aſcendant 
both in the ſchools of Greece, and at the court of 
| Rome; and dazzled with the ſplendor of thoſe rites, 
by which even a falſe and abſurd worſhip was recom- 


mended to the attention of the wiſeſt and beſt men 


= aft 2 a eininently=dharagerizes | 
1 . oftheaven, both in ĩts doctrines and ĩnſtitu- 
tio gs te guftead of ſtudying it in its maiiye ſimplielty 
=, chenifelves; aud holding it up in that ght to - 
5 8 early ennetrained then uf accomada- 
ting it at once to che taſte of rhe philoſopherand the ple 
beian. Convinced oni ihe beſt euidente of the import - 
ance and unpatalleletb excellence ofithe Chriſtian 
ſyſtem; animated! by'atoaceorious .zcal-for-profely- 
ting tie Gentile world to the faivh ; and impatient 
that any ſeheme of religion ſhoud obſtrudt their pious 

_ efforts; they ſoon ſtuinbled! upon a plan; Which ap- 
peared to them #0 be he lbeſt expedientits reconcile 
men of all characters tbabe ireligioniof/Jevus: They 
perl knew, that as the/whole Hiſtews of Puganiſm W²äꝛs 
founded in abſurdity,-nothing did enutribüte Ia effeft- 
ually to attach the vulgarto it, as ahatpprade of ce- 
remony with which its wonhip was aten d. They 
alſo pluiniy perceived, hat, as che more learned ſe- 
cretly laughed at dhe ſuperſtiton che unlgar, vo- 
thing ſo much attached: ihm to the i publie ꝓrofeſſian 
of it, as the reputation which their nhiloſophy had t- 
tained, all over che civilized. world, in the manner t 
Was taught! in the celebrated ſchocls of Athens, and 
Rome. They relalved,; therefore, to introduce both 
the wiſdom of the Academy. and the ſuperſtition of the 
Temple into the church of Chriſt; and to conciliate 
the attention and veneration of all men to the Chriſti- 


an ſyſtem, by t n it Alahe the ; maxims of the 
faſhionable 


RT .- 
—_ 


782. 


5 488ity Was corrupted ; and by the ſame. means. ſyſ- 
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:, faſhionable: philoſophy, and every rite analogous - to 
thoſe of the Pagan ſyſtem. In this mariyer, Chriſti 


tem, Which. in the pure ages of Chriſti „ had 
been uſed as a laudabie inſlitution for te e in- 
ſtruction, contemplating revelation in all-its relations, 
and aſcertaining the churches concerning their; joint a- 
greement in che truth in order to their more per- 
ect communion, was converted into an engine for 


compacting Chriſtianity with; the ſyſtem of Paganiſm, 


in one body, and for obtruding upon the world a 
- motley, ſcheme of religion, in many things altogether 
different from, and in ſome: things entirely contrary 


: _ that which ĩs contained an the inſpired volume. 


This infatuation had ſeiaed on the demagogues of 
Sdberchaste Beens: the famous EDI of Cons an- 


| vm, eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian religion in the em- 


pire. As ſoon as that event had taken place, the 
Tame infernal paſſion, which had prompted them to 
render Chriſtianity popular by corrupting it, induced 
them to le erety means to ſecure that corrupt ſtate 
'of religion, exhibited in their creeds and other ſyſ- 
"reins; from the lioſtHe” and tude attacks of any, who 
might be ſo arrogant, as to become advocates for 
the ancient ſimplicity of the goſpet. In proſecution 


of this deſign, Chriſtianity, ſuch às it then was, ha- 


ving already receiyed the function of civil authority; 
they made violent: efforts, during the ſubſequent cen- 
turies, to have the faſhionable ſyſtem of the day al- 


N. ingroffed i into the political conſtitution, enthron- 
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ed in the rince 's favour, and armed with all the, 
terrors of His executixe power, till, in the ſucceſſion. 


of a few ages, a ſyſtem of religion, the very dregs of 


in their turns had poſſeſſed the civil ſanetion, was 


| conſolidated with the very eſſence ofthe political con- 


ſtitution in the Roman empire, and in the ten king 


doms, into which that monarchy was afterwards di- 


| vided. It was then that human ſyſtems became the 


terror of the Chriſtian world; the formidable enemy 


of all human liberty, civil and religious; and the 
execrable engine of perſecution, murther, a and lerer 


kind of diabolical cruelty. 


From the above ſketch of ſyſtems, we der leave 1 to 


make the following remarks. 


1. The acknowledged abuſe of ſyſtems, raps 


and confeſſions, i is NG good reaſon why they ſhould 
be entirely laid aſide. If ſyſtems were made ſubſer- 


vient to the corruption of Chriſtianity by mixing with 


it the abſurd opinions and the ſuperſtitious practices 


of the Pagan world; ſo alſo were the comments, the 


public harangues, and even the books of devotion in 
theſe times. But the man would be only fit for a mad - 


houſe, who would aſſert, that, on account of their 


abuſe, theſe ought to be entirely exploded. If regu- 


lar arrangements of divine truth have at any time been 
proſtituted to the purpoſe of ſuppreſſing the public 
profeſſion of the truth, by their being made engines 


of perſecution ;—in the ſame manner has it fared with 


che moſt ſolemn ordinances of the New Teſtamenty 


FeontradiRory and idolatrous ſchemes, which, | 


1 * cov "PPh 


| Thi iofticution' of the Lord's ſupper, converted i into 
the idol, realſiibſtantiation, inäs been an engine för 
ſhedding 1 more. blood than ever ſtained the hands of a 
Nero, or a "Ponitian. Mult it, therefore, be ex.” 


3 1 * + 


Prey from the catalogue of eivine inttittitions ? ? 


1. is erident, that the pride of the buman 
Ko not ſyſtem, was the prime cauſe of gorrupt- 
ing chriſtianity, and of converting a corrupt medley 
of true and falſe religion, reduced to the appearance 
of ſyſtem, . into an engine of perſecution. Had ſome 
chriſtians, of the ſecond, third, and foucth centuries 
Not ambiriouſly deſired, like the Iſraelites 3 in regard to 
their king, a religion like that of the heathen, a re- 
ligion of public eclat,—-a religion adapted to the gra- 
tjfication of the fancy and the corrupt paſſions,— | 
Chriſtianity had remained pure as its author, and in- 
| contaminated as its ſacred fountain, an object of cons 
nefted ſtudy and. regular inveſtigation. And, had not 
thole, who followed, in the ſubſequent | ages, not 
dreaded 2 difappointment of their ambitious proſe 
pets, and the mortification of their pride, by the re- 
deten of Chriſtianity to its original ſimplicity and 
Primitive beauty, they never would have ſtruggled fo + 
Hard to have the fyſtem of the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
centuries riveted to ſuch a degree i into the political 
conſtitution of the declining empire, and of theſe na- 
tions of Lombards, Goths, and Vandals, which were 
| they forming themſelves in eyery diviſion of Furepe, 
oi r * e it into an engine of tyranny, and 
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to make it the infallible W 1035 ortocony for @ 
"uy future generation. 
3. It ſeeins to be no les * that the "Hp A 
pride, which ſyſtematically corrupted Chriſtianity in 
the fourth age, ſtimulates the redoubtable enemies of 
ſyſtems in this age to all their oppoſition to rheſe uſe. 
fal and neceſſary compoſitions, The ambition of the 
demagogues of the fourth century crayed no more 
rhan a religion in e. They found by repeated ob- 
{ervation, that the ſimplicity of the goſpel, contraſt- 
ed with the reigning mode of thinking and philoſophi- 
zing on moral ſubjects at that time, gave them no 
reaſon to hope, that ever the Chriſtian religion would 
become faſhionable, ſo long as ſimplicity ſhould mark: 
its character. They therefore; judged it abſolutely 
neceſſary, to remove that obſtruction to its popular · 
ity, and the gratification of their own carnal ambiti- 
on, by conferring on it all thoſe decorations, which 
were ſuited either to the refined gouf of the rtr 
and the wis, or to the more coarſe and childiſh | 
taſte of the vulgar, The greateſt part of thoſe, who, 
in this age, have ſignalized themſelves in the oppoſi* 
tion to ſyſtems, creeds and confeſſions, ſeem to act 
on the ſame principle, and to be ſtimulated by the 
ſame motives. It is an object of notoriety, that, for 
more than a century paſt, the preyailing mode of rea- 
ſoning upon every ſubject, has been, to aſſign the 
ratio of every thing, from the throne of the ETER- 
NAL to the minuteſt inſects of his footſtool, upon the 
foundation either of hypotheſis or experiment, Long 
_ ES did 
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did theology alone give. a check to the rage of uni- 
verfal inveſtigation. There were doctrines taught in 
it, and held up to tie w in all the public creeds of 
Chriſtendom, which ſeemed to baſſſe every bold ef- 
fort of the ſoaring philoſopher and the rational divine. 

What, in à caſe ſo humiliating, muſt be done! Shall 

ne pride of the human heart, and the glory of the 
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Hunan underſtanding be forever laid in the duſt! No? 
ſome expedient muſt be fallen upon to prevem ſo [ 
great as evil. What ſhall it be? The ſpirit of in- 
3 | weſtipation which” then triumphed over every other 
3 dficulty, ſoon trod on the neck of this too. Chriſti- 
3 nity,” as it is repreſented i in the public creeds of the 
1 Cg itian churches muſt be ſimplified, purged of all 
: meomprehenſihle doctrines, and reduced io the guage 
E af the human underſtanding; and in order to gain 
5 teſe pions ends, all thoſe confeſſions muſt be curſed 
4 wh bell, book and candle, as mortal enemies to the 
3 | freedom of enquiry, and the faſhionable itch to be 
3 come wiſe above What is written. But here, another 
2 difficulty ſtarted up, more diſcouraging than the for- 
4 mer. Many of theſe incomprebenſible tenets, which 
3 ate found 1 in theſe hateful creeds, and from which 
4 hey were deyoutly zealous to have Chriſtianity pur- 
Y ged, appeared with an irreſiſtable force of evidence, 


to be founded upon the teſtimony of God himſelf, in 
the inſpired volumes. In a caſe fo embarraſſing, there 
was no reſource, but to cut the gordian knot, by aſ- 
ſuming it as a f principle, — that it is inconfiſtent 
re.” the idea of a 5 with che moral perfec- 

. ; tions 
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tions of its Aurhor, and with the dignity ofthe human 
underſtanding, that the holy ſcriptures ſhould conß- 


rain any thing above the level of human comprehen- 
ſion.— This was a ſtroke, not leſs deciſive, than ĩt 
was bold. By it our Chriſtian philoſophers did all 
their pious work at once. They baniſhed all ſyſtems, 
creeds and confeſſions, as the muſty compoſitions of 


unintelligible jargon; and ſummarily diſmiſſed all the 


| peculiar dodrmes Of the Ps in nn W 
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11 T has Wa” in fine, objefted to o regular 92 
of revealed religion, that we are not to expect, 
much leſs violently force connection where i it ſeems 
to be rather induſtriouſly avoided than anxiouſly tu. 
died ; for, as the ſacred books were written at diffe- 


rent times, in very diſtant ages, by different perſons 


(and theſe of different, ſometimes oppoſite charac- 
ters) under different diſpenſations, in different lan- 
guages, and all, without any of thoſe artificial and 
variable modes of arrangement, which have been 
ſucceſſively uſed by the writers of ſyſtems zit does 
not appear that ever God intended, that they ſhould 
be ſtudied in any other ry beſides that, in which 
they were Originally” written.“ „ 
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We ſhall 8 anſwer to - bree in the 


following ſtrictures, 1 
(.) Were we. to eee of all bat is 


ned in it, we would deny che propriety of the in- 


ference. It might with as much juſtice be inferred, 
. that the God of nature never intended, that there E- 
Fer ſhould be any philoſophers, or any regular philo- 


ſophical diſquiſitions of his ſtupendous works, be- | 


"4 cauſe tue numberleſs objects of ſcience ſtand arranged 
in the order, in which wiſdom and power produced 


them,—an order, we acknowledge, infinitely worthy 


of God, for the purpoſe of launching them into ex- 


iſtence, but very improper for aſſiſtiug the human 
underſtanding. in the contemplation of their proper- 


ties, or in the inveſtigation of their relations. Has 


the ever adorable author of our nature formed the x in- 


: tellectual powers for the obſervation of this order on- 
152 ? Has He fixed us down, a8 the oaks of the fo- 
reſt, to contemplate nature only in one Point of 
view! * Hath Hz not beſtowed upon us powers, not 


only! to follow him, with humble adoration, and at a 
. diſtance becoming creatures, in the productions of all 
the furniture of the Univerſe, but even to contem- 

plate, i in a retrogade order, the connections, depen- 

dence, and tendency of the ſeveral parts in relation 

to the whole ? 'The enemies of ſyſtem Will never | 
deny it, were it but for the veneration they pay to 
the philoſophical character, by which, in preference 
to every other, they generally, affect to dültinguilt 
een 

The 
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The writers of the New Teſtament do not ſeem to 


ve obſerved: that order, to which ſoine, in thelt 


paroxiſms- of pious zeal againſt ſyſtems, wiſh mari- 


kind, to be ſtrictly tied down. In all tlieir writings, 


they take the liberty to atrange their numerous quo - 
tations from the Old Teſtament in ſuch a manner, and 
1 them in ſuch a polnt of view, as to throw the 
greateſt light on the character, doctri nes and inſtitu- 
tions of the- Meſſiah— They compare the Jewiſh 
legiſlator with Chriſt; the law of Moſes with the goſ- 


pũel of Jeſus; the predictions of the prophets with 


their accompliſtiment in the chiratter, obedlence and 


ſufferings of thar divine perſon, &c. True; they were 
inſpired, But that circumſtance, important/as it is, 


does mot change the ſtate of things. It is abſolutely 

impoſſible, that rhe human underſtandingy whether 
1 infallibiy conducted or not, can perceive the evidence 
of the New Teſtament fromr he ſcriptures of the Old, 


withour- regularly ſtudying their relation, and ſyſte- 


matically comparing the characters and facts of the 
former with the types and predictions of the latter. 


(2. }-- Notwithſtanding it be a fact, chat the ſeye- 
tal books, which compoſe the ſacred volumes, were 
written. in the circumſtances alledged in the objection. 
yet it is falſe, that no connection i is obſerved in them. 
We are not to exped, it is true, ſuch an arrange- 
ment, as if they had been all written ar one time, and 


by one inſpired amanuenſis; ſuch an arrangement, as 
would have been prefcribed by an Ariſeatle, a Heere- 
bord, or a Watts :. but we may: * ſure to find ſuch 


M 928 connection | 
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connection i in them, as is wofthy:of Gop, he is e- 
ternally one; and of a revelation, the cliief defien 
of which is, to exhibit the unity of his charactet, 
: with. + the: harmony! and excellence of all his perfecti- 
ons. A proof of which eee we n ind 
tempt i 
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are of aide inal; which” we aße to gen. 
ſtrüte, they muſt” be a. repoſitory of divine Lbjetts a a” 


*miopglt which che ſtricteſt connection braids} uti 
on that account muſt furniſh materials for the moſt 
coherem ſyſtem. To evince the truth of this pro. 
e let it be conſidered,. OD 
I. That as *Gov, who is the cher of lighis, is 
the fouritain of revelation, The and harmony muſt 
We its priteipal characters. "Confuſion, is an eternal 
contraſt ts the mind of God, where order Hecéf. 
ſärihy reigns. ' Abſolute perfection and confirdinidte 
harmony 'a ar: inſeperable, even int idea. The hea. 
"vets ae not rea; when ſurveyed by the divine eye, 
nor are the Angels themſelves faperior to à charge af 
folly from Hir, who is nectſfarily at an infinte re- 
wo#e From eye n the thadow 'of incobſiſtency. - Day 


' , unto 
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unto day announceth this truth, and night unto night 
teacheth rhe knowledge of it. It is the flatteſt con- 
tradiction that can be expreſſed by. terms, and inca- 
pable of being once ſuppoſed, that a ſcheme of 1 in- 
conſiſteney can originate from harmony itſelf. 

I. The ideas, which univerſally. ae all 
men, concerning all the other productipns of the di- 
vine wiſdom, confirm this aſſertion. The 1 
that obtains among all the parts of the, univerſe, has 
been, obſerved and acknowledged by all nations ; = 
ſocuniverfally received is rhe axiom, that nothing but 
harmony and perfe&confiſtency can proceed from de- 


ity; that cheiſts and atheiſts have boch, in their turns, 
made uſe of it, to prove, and diſprove, the being of 


an intelligent, ſupreme cauſe. So cloſely are the ideas 
of God and harmony among all his works connected 


in ths human mind, that the truth of the maxim has 


never been diſputed by either, The former, withe 
out exception, agree, chat, if the fataliſt could prove 
the univerſe to be chaos, they would inſtantly gire up 


the aſſertion, that an eternal intelligent cauſe is its au- 


thorit The latter at leaſt profeſs, that, were it once 
ſatlisfactorily demonſtrated, that nothing but conſiſ- 


teney obtains in the natural and moral world, they 


would inſtantly be converts from their infidelity, 
What is the ſecret reaſon, why men of ſo oppoſite 


principles and-ſentiments'agree in this point, without 
ever finding it neceſſary to come to any previous ec 
clairciſſement, or philoſophical diſcuſſion of it? Is it 


not, becauſe they are both men — Both poſſeſſed of 
e e 5 | human 
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human ideas ?—And. both endowed with . 
' ſenſe? If ſo; then ideas, which are found univerſally ; 
in every human mind will ſupport us in aſlerting, that 
on the ſuppoſition of their divine original, the holy N 
ſcriptures contain a ſyſtem of conſummate harmony. 5 


PD CONNECTED VIEW 


III. A ſimilar proof of our propoſition ariſes fram 


the uniform conduct of the Jews, and of their bre- 
thren infidels among Chriſtians. The principal me- 


dium of proof, which the former univerſally uſe, to 


evince that the New Teſtament is not from God, is, 


the ſuppoſed inconſiſtency between the character of 


the Meffiah given in it, and in the writings of their 
prophets. From whence they deduce the concluſion, 
that either the Old ar the New Teſtament muſt, be an 
impoſture, becauſe nothing but abſolute conſiſtency 
can originate from Hu, whaſe every word is TBA 
and AuEN. Deiſts, copying tlie argument of their 
anceſtors of glorious memory in the cauſe of inſide - 
lity, and aware, that if they were once ta allow, that 
conſiltency i is one of. the attributes of the bible, their 


hypotheſis wauld be deſperate, collect all their for- 


ces, and torture all their powers of invention to find, 
or rather to imagine inconſiſtencies and contradictiors 
in that divine volume. All their unwearied labours 


centre in this point. Honey two n are pal 


pably obvious. 
(I.) If the bible be divine, as all Chriſtians 


delieve i it is, then, according to all the ideas and ſen- 


timents, which common ſenſe ſuggeſts to mankind u- 
piverfaly, it muſt be a ſyſtem af ſubjects between 
which 
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which a chain of the cloſeſt connection cannot but 
neceffarily obtain. Atheiſts, Jews and Deiſts, how. 
ever prepoſterouſſy they may reaſon in other caſes 
upon religion, agree for once with other men, to ex · 
pect, that whatever originates from deity muſt be 
characterized by the harmony of all its parts, and an 
unity of deſign in the whole, worthy of the Ix INIT E 
MIND. And, indeed, it is upon this ground they 
ſeverally ſtand, while, miſtaking their own abſurd i- 
maginations for contradiQions, they pour out their 5 
blaſphemies ſometimes againſt natural, and way a- 
gainſt revealed religion. | 
(a.) Thofe, who condemn VS! and creeds, 
are, it is hoped not intentionally, the beſt friends 
whom the cauſe of deifm can boaſt of. While mo- 
dern inſidels labour to view revealed religion only in 
detached and incoherent parts, and pretend to find 
contradictions or abſurdities in theſe parts; enemies 
to ſyſtem tell them, —iell the world, that it ought to 
be ſtadied in no other manner! Thus they betray 
che Chriſtian religion into their hands; and give it 
up as a prey, diſarmed of its principal defenee, 
derived from the God - like harmony of all its parts, 
conſtituting one WHOLE, indiſputably divine. To 
defend revealed religion upon this ground would be 
to write ſyſtem But is it poſſible to defend it upon 
any better ground? Is it poſſible to defend it at all, 
without having recourſe. to this argument? Might 
not the moſt arrogant blunderer triumph in his folly, 
in ridicyling the moſt magnificent works of nature or 
| arts 
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nutz, by viewing their parts, as detachhed krom te 
nother, and deſcanting upon their imagined irrægu- 


larhies, impreprieties, and abſurd appearances 7 
Who, but the philoſopher or the. artiſt, auld: filance. 


tainly, by none more effectually, than hy demonſtra- 


Z ting the mutual relations of the ſeveral parts, and the 
joint coneurrence of all to eonſſitute one magnificent 


whole. But ſhould- any, Who love to ſee deformi: y, 


rather than beauty, alledge, that this method: of rafu . 
tation is ſtiff and ſyſte matical, too like an old faſhion-. 


ed and formal creed; would. it be 100, aſſuming to 
give him his deferred. under aer 0 folly and. 


 impertinence? ||, 55 4 2 25 675 


Fataliſts have * 3 of ane to 


ſupport their ſhocking hypotheſis, analogous to that 
of the deiſts againſt revelation. They pretend to find'; 


exiſtence of ſo much natural and moral evil, in a: 
world created and governed by him Had ta Bu 
len or a Sherlock: not dared to publiſn the common 


creed of theiſis on chis ſubject by taking a juſt and 


| comparative view of all tlie parts of this ſtupendous 
fabric, and by demonſtrating chat the whole, ſo far 
as feeble mortals can comprehend it, Is inſinitely wor- 


thy of unbounded intelligence and goodneſs, theſe 


enemies to natural religion had riumphed 3 in their 
8 impious folly to this hour. But ſhould any man af- 


fett to contemn that method of defence as formal and 


: NY to freedom of enquiry, might he not rea- 


; | ſon ably 


es TIA rr. 


tonably erpelt; har erery believer in a God and: 
Providence would' rank him, norwithitanding Al: 41s 
Ednrafy prerenſivhs aß thoſe uo 1 with 
Wiktb/tlis/Eabſecof atheiſm? : word 
lv; "The very idea of a revelation him G0 n. 
*ceffipity incfuaes'(har f the molt perfeer conioftency 
and eohtection of all att Parts. 
() Te Ades df x revelation cettuiny implies : 
that all e e maß be gonfidered a8 
ifs 5d Oh is coufſtent with the 9 5 of tif 


| 111 of wry ie pleted and ren of 
ablolute and in violable veracity.” It follows, 'there. 
fore, that a 'revelitivh from God" nidlt be adiſplay* 6f 
trüths, abeeffrdy conſiſtent with himſelf, the eternal 
fountain of trutli, and harmonizing with one another, 


a9 congetital + from the fame ee 
foi ke 301 ys 1:45 * W 11 


Te werächty 6f God; and thi aK of © creatupes, how- 
4 ever eras pee are doubttels” at an infinite remove, 
as the beings 'to whom they are attributed. The 
creature ſpeaks "what he judges \ to be agrecable, to. 
truth, or cbüldnant to the nature of things. His 
knowledge of "thisgs, and of their various relations 
aud combinations, i is the gauge of. his veracity. "Be. 
yond i it be cannot 86. But, how confined i is bis knows 
| ledge Haw imperteat! 1 The ſim of all his boaſted 
| knowledge feems $ to ö conſiſt i in the belief of one max- 

i, congental 1 reaſon arſe,” Viz. objects propor- 


tionable 


2. 
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tionable, or diſproportionable to a common ſtandard; 
are proportionable or diſproportionable to one ano- 

| ther. But how limited 3 47 the uſe of this axiom: 1 [+] 

| how very few caſes is he capable of applying it, ba- 


eauſe of the paucity. and the limited nature of his 
ideas. with regard to tlie properties and relations of 
all things,—even of thoſe N with which he is 
moſt fimiliarly .convorſant ! It is hence plain, that, 
| ſuppoſing the heart of man to be abſolutely unim- | 
3 his alſertions and firon 1 75 arteſtations can 


34 +4 %# 


: moſt, 1 no. farther mo we. are "fired Fr * 
extends. The fatal conſequences of credulity forbids 

# us, to believe eren the moſt virtuous man beyond | 

dite limits; for the imperfection of knowledge: may - 

= qualify | him to ſpeak the groſſeſt inconſiſtencies, with 


the moſt upright i intentions. But how immienſely dif- 
ferent is the cafe with regard 1 to God? In one intw 
tive view, he beholds the natures, Properties and re- 
lations of all things, with infinite. certainty, and a ne- 
1 cellary impoſlibility of miſtake. Yea, infinitely exalt, 
ed above owing any acceſſion of perfection, o or Knoõw⸗· 
ledge to the creature, he knows all things, together 
with , all their relations, by knowing HIMSELF, as 
their ſupreme and intelligent cauſe. He is the eter- 
nal fountain and neceſſary ſtandard of all e conſiſtency 
and truth. | Whareyer, therefore, he reveals, whe- 
ther regarding himſelf or his creatures, muſt be truth 


and harmony, becauſe 1 it originates! from a knowledge, 
”; © hot 


: er bfnio tian ty, 8 2 
905 ted. Ake hum in knowledge; by the kite | == 
Inpre hits füthect, nor derived from objects extrin- -- 
n and foreign; put ynbounged. and underived as h 1 
Uture:, Ou his account; every. divine revelations 
hawerer ing iteway; rranſcend;all, our ideas, and all 
r reaping powers, maſt he worthy of every paſli- 
| Up. degree; of Hugs neee neceſſarily conũſtent 
Wu aon, eren chen it is fuperior to our reaſon. 
i L e al this, che conſideration. of Gop's jr a 
8 ae eee nag 95 
5 9 Sn aliſteric 
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r of 15 f nature 7 1 0 . in the and yo 8 
doubt, of heir r5verence for God, an! cliarity 0 
mea, haye, veutured to. affure the world, that Deiry 

1 bleſſed mankind: with a tale revelation—-That 

while he has revealed. to all x the, world, by the _ 
form. ſuggeſtions of their moral feeling 5 that wh is 
 vulgarly, called | SIN is is neceſſurlly and invariably. con. | 

_ trary. to nis natufe nd will be, has revealed to 

Lem, as the diſtinguiſhed favourites of Heaven, (or 

they have: found, i it Cat. fome other Way) that fo is 

id fack only a foil to yirnie : : And that while common 

tenſe; and, common experience aſſure mankind, that 

the human will is naturally free; ; —=they have diſco. 

_ vered, thar all this i is a divine ingen; ; and that, inſtead 

of: @njoying, rational, freedam, fe i is forcibly dragged 
eee Fg of fate, which, the | 


"8 


uüniverſe, and is at once both the: ſupreme ( h 
the aniverſal lc of nature. The frorld is, unquef- 
_ tobithly under great obligations to the authors of theſe 
© Lraerdintry diſcoveries; bot it would hate been 


1. enn vitw 


fagely ea üs, binds together the jarting x parts of the 


ſaid under greate! ater till, had their proofs been equal t 
their confidence in producing them. For, in this caſe, 


}: mankind would have been loofed' from every uneaſy 
fie, whether bitnian or divine ; yea, even from thoſe 


| of gratitude; with which theſe bengfadfors- to the Hiu- 


man race Have zealodfly laboured, to bind every in- 


dividual to therhfefves for ever, for their wonderful 


diſcovery ! — — Such Principfes as theſe do not merit a 
ſerious refütatiom. "They camot be conſidered in a 


[eſs i innocent fight; kan that r daring; though feeble, 
attempts, to ſhake the foundations of God's throne ; 


ed byerthrow | every "moral perfection in the character 
of Deny ; ; and't to let every man boſe againſt another; 


2s the lawful prey of all The infernal re in the 


5 F „ * * A. 9 * 


human boſom. n t 


5 (6) The of, igit © we n ftom God muſt ne- 
cefacily imply the idea of conſiſtency among i its ſeveral 
parts. The very fu uppoſition' of a divine revelation 
infers, that God had ſome important end in view, 
worthy of himſelf, when he vouckſafed that bleſſing | 


' upon mankind. Revelation aſcertains its own' end. Ir 


is the manifeſtation of. the divine perfeQions i in the 
redemption of ſinners. The ſacred volume muſt 


therefore be a revelation of all the ways and means, 
which infinite wiſdom has oe meet to ap int for 
. Saining; 


r ensisTIIN ies, „ 2 . 
galging that important end. Were there the ſmal ſmal | 
degree of inconſiſtency among theſe 3 in PEAR it 
_ cauld. not be divine; becauſe it would be abſolutely | 


unworthy of that. wiſdom, which is inſinitely ſuperior 
to miſtake, and every jimperfeRion.... Beſides, every 


gled jar among theſe means, would undoubtedly 


Vith rezſon and, refle@tion, could ever be capable. of 
Approving, much. leſs of conſcientiouſiy uſing fach 
moans às are ever at war with one another; nor is it 
gonſiſtent with the juſtice, goodneſs, and, truth of 


Bod o give his ſanction to, them. — But were it 


poffible to ſuppoſe that the creature, awed by the 


_. majeſty and authority of the Deity, could be brought 
to renounce, his underſtanding, and blindly to ſubmit 
his conſcience to the uſe of ſuch nſtans + it would be int 
finitely: jnjuriqus to the divine chagacter of che Holux 


Gnosv, by whoſe ſupernatural influence alone, men 


are determined to the due uſe of means, once to ſup - 


poſe, that he could lead them into inconſiſtencies, or 
into the belief and practice of thoſe things which are 


diametrically contrary to his eſſential as well as his official 


character, the ſpirit of truth; — chat ſhock reaſon; and, 


like the jarring elements, are at perpetual war with | 


oe anqther.. E ad Pim: 
When the volume of joſpiration-is viewed in thi 
kehr, the raſhneſs and abſurdity of thoſe, who ſet the 
_ ſeveral parts of revelation at irreconcilable war with 
each other, appears in a very ſtriking point of view, 


WELL are many in this faſtidious age, when old things 


1 = 


are 


defeat. the end of reyelation. No ſinner, endowed 
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jo 4 connected Y1 E w 
are little valued, who practically throw aſide the Ol, 
Tedzwedt amopg the uſeleſs Jumber of aucient times. 
They aflen it as areaſon for their pjotts conduct that, 
thſtanding they believe the Old Teſtament Mb) 
Jon to he inſpired and of a divine original, as well iy 
chat of the New, the Nirit of lie firſt k ogy 
contrary to that of the laſt. Indecd were the prin- 
tiple as true, as it is faſhionable, hey have” done : 
Jandably!' Yea, they neyer ſhall act confiſter 
eicher with their preſent practice, or - with the rea 
da which . is founded, till they reſec the whole 
| Ola Made, and alſo explode the New! Fof, ff 
the ſame ſpitit be the author of 'both, the 9piafr of 
Sop can be the author'of neither. His divine attri. 
 Þubes,a5d bis wecongmical characters make ir imp6ſf- 
ple, yea impious, 16 believe, that he ean de che author 
bf contratiifory inſpiratien, or of a rebelation, in 
which the ſpirit ok one part is inconſiſtent! with rhe 
ſpitir of av@rkes, "Every: ſenſible perſon will be as 
oon able to delieye, char the-Coran is of CY divine 
 dibginal, 2 * TOW: waren! are To, _ 
ſweh a ptinciple. | as Fe * SIPS 11990 
V. If the” hevrvn, 28 wal us. the: we? of ren 
bos be configertd; it will appear that a harmony of 
parts muſt be characteriſtical of all the ſacred writings. 
What js che ache volume, but one continued exhi- 
dition of God be Father of lights, with whom there 
ft ns vartablentſ+ or Jhadow of change? Does it prefent 
- with auy thing more important chan the perfe&ions 
WP barnpfsfing © in the perſon and undertaking 
of 


- — 


* * 
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of Emmanuel? Is it poſſible that any inconfiſtgncy 


Joc ared deſign of revelation, to allure ſinners back 


1" 'their allegiance, "by an exhibition of due 


| harmony in the all. cheering plan of ſalration, 
through che obedience and croſs of che all ſufficient 
| Redeemer?" Sur ely, we can expect no leſs than the 
perfection of harmony among ſudje cs, where che 
. Wiſdom of God hath brought "Tore 11 her * hidden 
rreafures iu their revelation.” Vito f ati, e Al 

We acknqwled ge, i indeed, N were we to Tells 
br ideas conchraing che matter of revelarjon accord - 


iy to the account, nich ſome, who are the greateſt 


enemies to Tyſtetn, and londeſt in their encomiums on 


the Bible, as the only religlon' of Chriftians, give us of 


i, the greaceſt” part of it would only be a ſolemu 
rrifling 3 and the ſeveral parts of it compared would 
de as contradiftory | unto, and inconſiſtent with, one 


another, as the groſſeſt impoſture that ever was palned 
00 human eredulity. They vouchſafe to tell us, that, 


notwithſtanding all that inſpiration ſays about the in- 


finite natural diſtance between the Deity and his crea- | 


tures, and concerning the natural and moral incapa- 
city of the human underſtanding to receive the things 
of the ſpirit of God, —it is inconſiſtent with the dig- 


ity « 'of the humap intellect, that God ſhould tranſcend 


its powers of conception and comprehenſion in any _ 


part of his revelation, and demand implicit belief 
upon his own teſtimony, evento truths, which, though it 


Was neceſſary they ſhould be revealed, ate perhaps 


eſſentially 


can be found among theſe; eſpecially, when it is th 
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„ . CONNECTED. view | 

by efentially. incapable . of being unvailed, to created 
1 powers, in regard of their reaſops and modes of being: 
Fehgt in defiance of all that revelation ſays, and 


wa kind f. feel and acknowledge concerning the moral 


degeneracy of human nature, it is as, pure and per- 
lech 2s when itfdrf pt ont of the hands gf the Creator, 


in the formation of the. firl} pair That norwiths | 
| Landing all that th e ſcriptures ſay concerning the dig- 
pity of the Redeemer” $ character, and the divinity of 
bis perſon, —he is only a man, who merited a diſting 


guiſhed reward. hy his fingylar and ſpperiop virtue: 


lu torr, chat, the matter of revelation, ſo far as 


mankind + are. Loncerned with it, its, a. been 


| by. the 48 ions is apd ſoleringy of rhe: moſt y virtuous pep» 


fons of all ages © and, countries, eſpecially by Feſus of 
Nazareth, in his ſpotleſs life and patient martyrdom ; 


0 4 


| . and enforced, by the powerful. motives of immortal 
glory; , in e caſe of a virtuous life, and punjſhment,ormorg 5 


probably a Heep. for a competent time (not for eyer ) 
in caſe of a vicious deportment. » 1 If theſe, and 


| fimilar branches of the Socinian ſcheme be a Juſt ac- 


9 225 of the 1 matter contained | in : the boly ſcriptures, 
| 34 4 5 A 18 185 4 # | 4 ; 


0 74 3 


250 6 i Rey elation 7 is teme citing with creatures, 


1 aogethe er unworthy. of the God who made them. 5 
: 25 but, what! is on a level vith the powers of 


hig 


* 
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exuberance and ſuperſlujty? Why any revelation ar 
all? Might not every thing capable of being con- 


ceived and comprehended by the human underſtand- 
ing been luckily invented, at ſome time or other, wich 
but the” parade” of an immediate revelation ? Have 
not chings, infinitely-more difficult of invention; than 
any thing the Soeinlan allows to belong to the ſcheme, 

of Chriſtianity, been inveſtigated i in theſe latter ages 


by mere dint of human induſtry, aided or excited by 


àccidental occurrences ? — Rather, are the Sociaians, 
auite ſure that even the very little, which they admir) 


ä into their ſcheme of Chriſtianity, is, in its ſeveral | 


articles, compreheriſible by human reaſon ?; This may 
be queſtioned upon the beſt grounds... They, 
admit that vice abounds in che world? How mall they, 


rationally account for this fact upon the bypotheſis dt | 


| the moral integrity of human nature? They 


grant, that, the wages of fin is death; and every day's: - 


experience ſhews that infants, who could never be 
guilty of actual ſin, die. How fhall this fact be ac 
counted for, upon the ſame principle, in eonſiſtende 
with the rectoral and deſtributire juſtice of the Deity? 


They readily. allow, that Jeſus of Nazareth was not 


only an innocent, but a righteous man, and a ſublime. 
pattern of every virtue. Upon that principle, and 
upon another favourite hypotheſis, that his death 
was not vicarious; how is it poſſible to account for 
kis very extraordinary death? To add no more in- 
ſtances ; they will not deny that all the moral pre- 


5 * to engin. and the Chriſtian ſyſtem. 
But 


w * 5 . 
p_ {- 
© 


ve * 
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are they capable of fully ee aud com-. f 
= prohending me fuundohen and che inhaber, 
of morals. The late {quabbles. .of, 


| hich ure neceſſarily fuperior 16; bumin tomprehien. 
fo evertwhilethe things themlelyes are level ohe 
unerſtandings and practice of the moſt | illiterate. 


1 , 'The molt ſenũble, ho have written, on . 
dtat laotty ſubject, have juſply reſolved the whole | 

rr _ vitimarely iaro the moral charakter of deity, Cr into 
ite Anple idea of eternal and neceſſary redtiades | 
"=P — Equally infeparable. from che hüman underſtandit f 

2 de perception of eternal truth and beauty. But 

1 Bete, again, human reaſon is non pluſſed and ĩts pride ; 


u ad in the duſt. Who, by ſearching, can ſind out 
© Goo? What are, and who can account forg-dis 
| moral perfections 7 Who can even enter into a. due 
diſeuſſion of all. the difficulties attending the fibre and 
operations of his own mind? Who can  afbgn a en- 
bon why, or demonſtrate the manner how the idensef 
moral rectitude, truth and harmony are necefſarily 
connected with, and univerſally inſepatabe from; the 


* 


=. taman underſtanding ? | e de ce 
1 I ir true, that human nature is ſtill pure and with- 
but any moral taint in its conſtitution; and that all 
3 the moral evil in the world originates from extrinſic 
= cauſes? — Why, then has inſpiration laid ſnares for 
28855 | | FTE | our 


OF: CHRISTIANEEY: | 
dur credulity, to draw us into, error and abſurdity, 
by aſſuring us, that the heart is deceitful abo be all 
things, and deſperately wicked * That men of the 
deſt characters are originally Hapen in iniquity, and 
conceived in iin f That by one mat. fin entered into 
the world, and death: by Vn and ſo dati harb paſſed 


npon all men, for that: all haue ſinned 4 ? Theſe tests 


of Seriptute are either without any meaning at all, 
or they are paradoxes; which ſetye no other purpoſe 
\._ but to tantalize the human mind, and to draw it aſide 
from the eſteem; which it e to have of the wh 


_ ered volune. er 
ls the n chars wigs a; diinguifl ed | 


only from the ſpecies by ſuperior virtue, and à pro- 

Portionable rewards? Why, then; art we amuſed; 
by being told, ihat his tame ſnall be called wonderſul, 
| Counſellor, the Mienry Gop $? That he was in 


the beginning, that he was with God, and that 


he was Go? And, in ſine, that the ſuperlatirely 


virtuous man, tlie humble, ſelf-denied Jesvs of Na- - 


zareth. thonght it not robbery: to be equal with 
God **? Were the ſemiments of Socinians concerns, 
ing Chriſt, true, the leaſt innocent light in which 
theſe; and ſimilar texts could be viewed, is that of 
ſolemn trifling! No wonder the enemies of Chriſti- 
ariity exult in an imagined victory. When its pretended 
friends betray. its Principal /irength into their hands; 
and hold it up to them as a collection of paradoxes, 


and a ſheaf of inconſiſten cles. 
| 1 | In 
* Jer. xvii. 9, + Pſaim li. 4. Rom. v. 12. | 
$ Ha. ix. 6. John i. 1. Philip. 12:6, 


_ 

. * 
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In one word, if Revelation, ain ſo far as men are 
concerned in it, is principally a ſyſtem of moral 
precepts, accompanied with proper examples, and 
with motives drawn from the hope of reward, and 
the fear of puniſhment, —then why' are the ſacred 
bopks ſwelled with matter infinitely heterogeneous? 
Why is fach a very conſiderable; part of them taken 
up in aſcertaining the lineage, deſeribing the perſon, 
exhibiting the character; explaining the undertaking, 
and difplaying th&xmanſcendent'riches of the Meſſiah, 
in whom we ars only concerned as an example? Is 
not this, at beſt, only to amuſe men with ſomething 
very foreign to what is ſuppoſed to be the principal 
intention of introducing him upon the ſtage in Reve- 
lation ? The truth is, when God propoſes to inſtruct 
men by example only, he does not fill volumes with 
matters foreign to his principal deſign. The book of 
is a ſtriking proof of the truth and propriety of 
this obſervation? The hiſtory of his afflictions, of 
his patience, and of his triumph, is introduced at 
onde, without any of thoſe round. about windings, 
which the ſyſtem of Socinians neceſſarily ſuppoſes 
to be in the hiſtory of one, who was indeed infinitely 
more than the moſt illuſtrious. example of Fenre, 
and of every other grace. 
II. Were the principles of Socinians true, the ſeve- 
ral parts of Revelation compared, would be as con- 
tradictory unto, and inconſiſtent with, one another, 
and with the moral apron of- God, as the groſ- 
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credulity. |, 


They . told th the Ard, 10 bat ee 
Chriſt was an innocent perſon, yea che moſt virtuous 


of all the ſons of men, his death was no piacular 


ſacrifice in the room of the guilty, but only à pattern 


for Pattence. and Aa -e for ſag truth and im- 


n 


Py not «by Wen merit of his atonement, ow by 


their awa patient continuance in well doing, after 
bis example;—and that the Scriptures of the Ne- 
Teſtament, in which, they ſay, Chriſtians are chief. 


ly, if not only, concerned, give us no other account 


of the character and facrifice of the Redeemer, and 
of ſalvation through his precious blood. This hy- 


potheſis ſets the Scriptures of the New Teſtament at 
eternal war with thoſe of the Old; is itſelf equally 
oppoſed to both; and is infinitely inconſiſtent with 
all the ideas of God's moral perfections, with which 


either natural or revealed en furniſhes the 


human mind. 
If that account of the death of Chriſt, and of 
ende by it, be really founded on the canon of 


the New Teſtament, then that ſacred book is the 


fulleſt contraſt, and flatteſt contradiction to the 


whole tenor of the Old Teſtament that can be. 
imagined. The - ſpirit"of inſpiration ſeems not to 
have had a deſign of greater importance to ſerve by 
that early revelaticn, than to exhibit the Meſſiah, as 


| | 
10 | i 


or  CHURISTIANLTY, | 545 od 
feſt impoſture, that Was ever oral on homap 
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„% a coNNnECTED VIEW 
2B a prieſt of an extraordinary raflk; and as a ſucrifca 
| of infinite piacular virtue. What other end, 
worthy of God, could the early inſtitution, and 
 eoftly immolation of facrifices Terve, during the fpace | 
= of four thouſand years ? 15 it an idea worthy of God, 
5 10 ſuppoſe thar he took pleaſure in theſe bloody vic- 
- rims, on a*count of their intrinſic value, or as à 
branch of that natural worſhip which mankind owe 
2H him No; he himſelf aſſures us of the contrary 
3 | with becoming indignation. | Will I eat the fleſh of 
pon, or dunk mme blood of goats -? Did chey not 
rather derive all their importance from their typical 
relation to the facrifece of Chriſt? ' Certainly; the 
writers of the New 'Teſtament | themſelves, to the 
2 utter overtbiow of the Socinian hypotheſis, declare 
1 ſo much ? They tell us, that they were the SHA 
1 | Pow. of good things to come, tho? not their very 
= ©] image J. Beſides," many propheſies muſt have no 
= - - meaning at all, if they did not 10 iñ before. hand the 
= vicarious ſifferings of: Chrift, and the glory that Hhould 
follow. By what other key ſhall we be able to un- 
derſtand I ajabts predictions, He ' hath born our 
griefs and carried our ſorrows—He was wounded | 
for ou tr nſgrefſions—The Lord hath aid on - him 
che iniquiry of us all— Thou ſhall make his ſoul an 
Hering for fn,” gcc. If the types and propheſies 
of the Old Teſtament reſpect not the perſon and ſa- 
eriſice of Chritt,'the New Teſtament muſt be de- 
- prived of all the ns, which it geren from 
3 AM 5 5 the 
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OF CHRISTIANITY. 105 
a Old upon theſe ſubjects; as a quite new revelar 
tion, independent of all that had gone before, it muſt 
ſtand wholly on the perfection of its own evidence; 


the veracity of God ſtands impeached of forfeiting 
its honour in all thefe types and predictions, and of 


wantonly mocking the expectations of mankind for 
che ſpace of four thouſand years; and the ſcriptures 
of the Old, and of the New Teſtaments, muſt not 


only be independent of, but eyen Wy nen, 


to each other. 

The hypotheſis i is Aal as to yuh Teſta- 
ments. The canon of the New bears the moſt ample 
and indiſputable teſtimony to the ſacerdotal character 


of the Saviour, and to his vicarious atonement. In- 
deed, is there any ſubject on which the New Teſta- 
ment writers inſiſt at a greater length, more frequent - 


ly, and with more exalted pleaſure ? Haye they 


not told us that he is a Prieſt, after a more exalted 


order than that of Aaron *? And, for proof 
of this, have they not cited the writers of the more 
ancient canon bearing teſtimony to the ſame truth ? 


Have they not aſſured us, that the Meſſiah (net like 


the Prieſts, to whoſe order he belonged not, who 
ſrood daily miniftring and offeping oftentimes the ſame 
ſacrifices) after having offered one ſacrifice for ſins, 
forever ſat down at the right hand of God ? And 
do not the fame inſpired writers bear witneſs, that 
the ſame Jeſus, who was led as a devored lamb to 
the — was the Lamb * EY the * 

of 


#® Heb. vii. compared with- Pfal. Cx, +; 
: + Heb, Xs 11. 12. 
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ie rr, in che early inſtititution and fubſequent 
practice of immolating thoſe types of his expiatory 
1 death“? In no\-other ſenſe is it poſſible, that he 
; b ce quid be ſlain from the foundation of the world. 
From theſe texts, and a thouſand of. fimilar import, 
ir is plain, that the feriptures of both teſtaments mu- 
tually ſupport one another, and conſpire to over- 
throw: the Socinian, hypotheſis, the deſign of which 
i, to ſet them at irreconcilable variance. 
Nor is that ſyſtem leſs inconſiſtent with. all 3 is 
| 1 0 have of the moral perfections of Ged. It is 
4 matter of notoriety 0 all who have read che ferip : 
tures of tlie New Teſtament, that very frequent and the 
moſt expreſs mention is made ot the Redeemer in the 
character of God, of Emanuel, of a Prig/t, of a Prieſt 
Hering for ſin, &c. Now, ſuppoſe for a moment; 
that the Socinian hypotheſis were true, that Chriſt is 
only a dignified man; that his death was no atone. 
ment; and that mankind muſt merit heaven for them. 
felves, by copying the extraordinary examples of vir- 
tue, which the hiſtory of Chriſt's life exhibits to: the 
Chriſtian world ;—where is the equity, not to men. 
tion the kindneſs of God, in giving mankind ſuch a 
5 revelation as is calculated for no end ſo much, as to 
3 bp deccive them, and lead them into ſentiments the very 
1 reverſe of thoſe they ought: to entertain ?— Where Is 
the. honour of the divine goodneſs and, condeſcenſion, 
in vouchſafing a revelation, the, true ſenſe of which 
cannot be tound out by any, who are diſpoſed to an- 
| nex 
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nex ideas to words conformable, to their univerſal, uſe. 
in language, but mult, be violently wrung from i it by 
all the arts of the moſt, unnatural criticiſm ? Where 5 
is the dignity of divine veracity, if chere be nothing i in 
the New Teſtament reſpecting the perſon, character, 
offices, and undertaking of Chriſt, to anſwer all the 
big hopes, with which rhe numerous types, the pre- 
cious promiſes, and expreſs prophecies of the Old 

"Teſtament did enflame the boſoms of mankind, du- 
ring ſo many ages of the moſt anxious expectation? 
What ideas muſt mankind form of the moral truth of 
God's moſt ſolemn declarations concerning the very 
foundations of our hope, that we owe our ſalvation 
wholly to his mercy, flowing through the atone. 
ment of Chriſt, to the honour of the divine truth 
and juſtice, —if the New Teſtamenr alfo give hopes; 
that we are ſaved by our own proper merit alone, in 
following the example of rhe bleſſed Jeſus ? If theſe 
things be conſiſtent, there is no ſuch thing as a con- 
tradiction in the world. And if mankind were diſpo- 
ſed to form their ſentiments of Chriſtianity, and of 
revelation from the Socinian ſyſtem, they could nei- 
ther have a due reverence of God's moral perfec- 
tions, nor act conſiſtently with their own reaſon, 
without rejecting both, as juſtly deſerving all the re. 
proach which Deiſts are depoſed to pour on them. 
Does chat ſtrange race of men greatly multiply in 
proteflant as well as in popiſh countries? It is no ex- 
traordinary phænomenen. The exhibitions of Chriſti» 
anity in the modern writings of certain claſſes of pre- 

tended 


1 


"7 5 a Eonfteres view 


. tended "Chriſtians, equally inconſiſtent with reveliiio 5 
3 Ind with reaſon, is ſufficient to account for the whole: 


5 Upon a review of the proof, alledged, in farour 
f hat divine harmony, which characterizes revela- 


| Pe propriety of the following reflections will 
7 with which this differrarion an be conelu- | 


OM E bare A criterion, by A we e may judge 
concerning the truth or falſehood of e every human ſy fs 
tem of revealed religion that hath appeared in the 
world. When they ſerve to exhibit to view the ſe- 
veral doctrines of revelation. as mutually barmoniz- 


1 ing with, and reciprocally ſupporting. one another, 


in one chain, they are unqueſtionably, not only true, 
but valuable compoſitions. Like the priſm. which 
aids the natural eye to analyſe the light, and to aſ- 
eertain'the relation of colours, they. aſſiſt the under- 
ſtanding in the contemplation of the relations, which 
the ſeveral divine rays of celeſtial light, proceeding 
from the FaTnrr of lights, bear to one another. — 
They demonſtrate the dependence, which every doc- 
rrine has, not only upon others of the ſame claſs, but 
alſo upon the whole arrangement of. dirine truth, re- 
vealed. in a M's ſeriptures. 5 1 RD IM 
/ 6 
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On the other hand, all human compoſitions "what- 
ver ought to be ſuſpected, in which the authorg, havs. 
ing imbibed ſome Javourile ſentiment, 'endeayour to 
hold it up to vie w, as agreeable to reaſon, and appa- 
rently ſuppotred by ſome detached text, or texts, vio- 
lently forced by. all the arts of criticiſm to give thelr 
luffrages to it, even at the ſame time, that many, if 
not all the great lines of revealed truth, in eternal 
harmony with one another, reclaim againſt it, and 
muſt be exploded from the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
| were it to be. admitted among the articles of human 
| belief. Such authors act as abſutd a part towards 
| Chriſtianity as a tyrant could act towards his mili ary 
faves, were he to behead them, and to plant on their 
ſhoulders the heads of lions or tygers; alledging, in 
5 vindication of his madneſs and cruelty, th it now they 

appear more fierce and formidable to the enemy, than 
when. they. were diſtinguiſhed by the human face di. 
vine. For my part, I have always trembled, ben 
the inſt ruments of the critic have been uncaſed, with 
an intention to ingraft ſome favourite opinion upon 
the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, _ Some eſſential branch of 
the tree of life muſt be lopped off, in order to make 
room for it. Let us exemplify chis obſervation by a 


favourite ſentiment, which lies at the foundation. of. 
the Arminian tem, ſo falhionable in 0 preſent 


age. | 5 1 


It is known to de a capital principle in that Tihewe; | 


that the freedom of the human will conſiſts in a certain 
active indifference to objes, which they ax! is abſo- 


* 


* 
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lutely independent. b< motives, preſented by the u. un. 
derſtanding, and of which the very idea muſt be de- 

ſtroyed by a ſuppoſition of the certainty, or neceſſary 
futurition of free actions, by virtue of any determi- 


nate purpoſe, or abſolute decree of God . Were 
this deſcription of the human will to be admitted, 


there i is ſcarce a doctrine in natural or revealed religion, 
but would fall a  facrifice at its cruel altars,—To in- 
ſtance in ſome of the many n doc rines ty. 

1. 1 has been generaly believed among itn, | 
that in God we live and move as from him we derive 
our being, and that we are neceſſarily ſabje& to bis 


| authority, and acconntable to his juſtice, But ac- 


cording to this principle, God has conferred on us a 
ſtate of moral exiſtence, and a power of operation, 
independent of himſelf. If human liberty conſiſt in 
actiye indifference to do this or that, independent of 


all mori ves that can be preſented to our rational 
powers, then we have a power of acting indepen- 
dently both of ourſelves, and of God, who has be- 


ſtowed theſe reaſoning. powers on us, whereby we 
are rendered capable of perceiving the force of mo- 
tives, ariſing from his natural and moral relations to us, 


in order that he may gdrern us in a manner congru- 


— 4 x bu , 
_ „ ©. * 3 : 7 * * 
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vera voluntatis libertas conſiſtit in  indifferentia alin 4 qua poſitis 
omnibus ad agendum requiſitis, poteſt agere, etinon agere, et hec potius 
* uam illud agere. Limborch. Theol. Chriſt. Lib, II. cap. xxiii. ſect. xx. 

ruſtra conciliati quæritur int duo contradictoria, inter eventuum 

neceſſitatem et votntati Hbertatem. Id. ibid. ſect. x. Poſitis omnibus 
operationibus gratiæ, quibus Deus in converfione noſtra uti poſſit, ma- 
net tamen converſio ita in'noſtra poteſtatelibera, ut poſſimus non con- 
verti, hoc eſt, noſmet ipſos conxertere, vel non convertere. Corvin. 


ad Bog. pag. 263 
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ous to our natures. „Tea, when men act moſt unrea 
ſonably; ;. when they rebel againſt. their own reaſons). 


preſenting them with the. authority of the ſupreme 5 
legillator- 28 che rule of, and primary motive unto 


virtue, they are chargeable with no crime. Why ; ? 
— Liberty, the original gift of heaven, is a power 
of acting againſt motives, as well as in conſe - 
quence of them! And ſure God will never account 
that to be criminal, which is no more, and no 


worſe than the ſimple exerciſe of a power conferred 


8 by himſelf! Thus virtue and vice are effectually 
blended i in the world. Murder, parricide, or, in ſhort, 


any crime is no crime, yea, is as much a virtue a. 


piety, juſtice or temperance, becauſe both are the. 


effects of a power beſtowed by God, and eſſential 19 
human liberty *,, It is in vain to ſay, that, in the 


former, men tranſgreis the divine law; in the. latter, 


they obtemperate the divine precept; becauſe the 
divine law can only influence our morals, as a motive, 


but every man has a natural power, beſtowed by. 


God, to act independently of, yea, contrary to mo- 


tives, whether human or divine; and ſurely, it can 


never be reckoned criminal to exerciſe a natural 


power, which heaven, by having given, demonſtrates 


it approves. It will hence follow, that as the will is 
the miſtreſs, or immediate principle of all human ac- 
tions, there can be na ſuch thing as criminal actions 


among all the _ of. dam s rebellious offspring 
Ca Why? 


* God cannot preferns he liberty of the will unleſs * buster men to 


| fin, as u ell as to do good. Corvin. ad Molin. chap. Ga 


62 K CONNECTED view. 


Why? Becauſe, chough actions may be, and too fre- | 


' quently are, contrary to the divine law, yet the human 
will, which is the immediate fountain of all liluman 
actions, is Indued by God with 4 power, paramount to 

his own authority, as a motive; and ſuperior to 
every argument that reaſon ean ſuggeſt, from what 
exer ſource it may be derived *. If there be fuch a 


4 


thing as moral evil in the world, God muſt be the” 


author of it, who has put man under a natural necge 
y of perpetrating it; unleſs he were to act contrary 
to his natural powers, and make” himſelf a ſlave to 


| motives, when his Creator has made him free by ei- 
ing him a natural rigbt to reject them brutto inpent, . 

with a brute· like violence whenever he chuſes.—Il 3 
this manner, the foundation of all religion both na. 
türal and revealed, is effectually overturned; and 
mank ind, by this extraordinary ſecret in the human 


will, are rendered altogether unaccountable unto their 


* 


* 


— 


Makrx, for any action hems they” have « ever apr weed 
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n. It has been commonly received among all 


Chriſtians, as an indiſputable maxim fcunded ' on rea. 


fon as well as revelation, © That: known unto God 


are all his works from the beginnin g of the world $37 


Thar God foreknew all things, even the free r 


| 1 free agents, with abſolute certainty; and tha, | 


* 
» {a6 % 75 * ö p 1 1 1 


to S n 19 con- 


'© Fe os per in Nerentiam voluntatis intelugimus indifferentiam 1 | 


vam, qua voluntas dominium habet in ſuum actum. etiam poſtquam 
intelled ds judicium non amplius eſt indifferens ze perinde; per quam 
ve ljndi cio intellc cus poteſt acquieſcere,, et illud prudenter ſequi, vel 
b1uts impetw-illud rejicere. ne <p „ chu. * 5 Do xxiti 
1c _— Acts. 8 _ CL FEM IF» oo; t 
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OF CHRISTIANITY. uy 
conſequently they were foreknown as cernialy future 
15 in 2 purpoſe or decree, aſcertaining their certain futu- 
rition. So was the incarnation of Chriſt foreſeen and 
fore⸗ told i in all its circumſtances, which depended on 
tbe free actiors of free agents during the ſpace of 
four thouſand years. In che ſame manner were al 
the circumſtances of his death foreſeen and ſore-told, 
notwirhſtanding the whole tragedy Was ad ed by 
agents, who acted their feyeral horrid parts in it, in 
a manner as free as is competent to human nature. 
And the certainty of that event, as it could not de- 
pend on the Pelagian and Arminian indifference of 
the human will, is poſſitively declared to have depen- 
ded'on an abſolute purpoſe or decree concerning it. 
Him being delivered by the.DETERMINATE counſel 
and fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and flain *.” © 2 
But were the favourite definition of human liberty . 
admitted, there could be no ſuch thing as certainty 
in the divine purpoſes at all ; God could no longer 
| hold and guide with unerring certainty the reins of 
the univerſe ; and all things, in which the human will 
has any concern, behoved to fall out according ro the BE 
chance ſeaps which the human will may make, in ſol- : : — 
lowing, or in not following motives, according to her : 
uncontroulable ſovereignty, or rather her brutal ca- 
price. Eren thoſe decrees, which Armimians are 
obliged, for other reaſons, to alloy to be abſolwe, 
| and particular, are rendered alrogether uncertain z 
| | ſuch, 
| Acis 11. 23. 
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l A CONNECTED | VIX. * 
deb 25 the exode of the Iſraelites, the (birch and at- 
2 chieyements of Cyrus, che incarnation of Chriſt, & · 
I = t The reaſon is obvious. Had God irrevocably deter 
muineg theſe exents, the liberty of indifference, eſſen 
dual inſeparable from the wills of thoſe free agents, 
who were employed in bringing them about, would 
AY have been deſtroyed; for it is a maxim in the Armi- 
= nian ſyſtem, that © There is an inconſiſtency between 
— the neceſſity, or certain futurition of 1 ien 
berry of the human will #7 
III. A has hitherto, been believed by all an cre. 
is revelation, that all ihe prophefies of the inſpired 
= volume cither have had, or moſt certainly will have 
© à2n exact accompliſhment. I am God, — declaring the 
ena from the beginning, and from ancient times, the 
tdings that are not yet done; ſaying, my codule” 
all ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure f.“ ; 1510 
But were the ſentiment of Arminians true, ch 
regard to the active and independent indifference of 
= the human will,—erery propheſy that has been ac- 
cCcompliſbed, has been only fulfilled by ſome lucky, 
= fortuitous hit; and all that yet remain to be, accom- 
= - pliſhed, may either be deſpaired of, or may only be 
= expected to be fulfilled in the fame chance way, in 
8 which others have been before them. The reaſon is 
ö obvious, Theſe divine predictions do not reſpect the 
material and paſſive parts of the univerſe, on which 
God might act by immediate impulſe, —but regard 
events, whoſe fururirion depends on free agents, 
2 ä 


Limborch: ubi ſupra.— Þ Ia. zlvi. 20. 
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Anne a ſeries of many generations. Now, one 
chance, way ward will might - derange: the/ whole 
chain of intermediate caufes. God himſelf could not 
prevent the horrid diſaſter, without . recalling the 
power of willing with on without motives, from the 
capricious! being that would disconcert his purpoſe !— 
But then, this would be equally unlgcky ; for, ac- 
eoxding to the ſame, Arminianſyſtem, ſuch a creature 
wopld _ ceaſe)to. he en . either W 
Beſides, were that; notion of Hom an liberty, to 3 be 
adminzed, there is no ſuch thing as propheſy in all the 
volume of inſpiration; — that is, there is no ſuch thing 
as inſpiration. Why: We are ſure the divine being 
is: too good to predict what he could. not aſcertain, and 
to impoſe on the credulity of his creatures by Prophe- 

| fies of events, which he could not fore-know. And 

we are as certain, that if the futurition of events de- | 
pend om the free actions of ſubordinate cauſes, and 
if their freedom conſiſt in an active indifferency of the 
will, or a ſelf-determining power independent of mo- 
tives, then God could not fote - know theſe events, 
as certain; or, indeed, in any other light, than as 
barely poſſible, and depending on the chance evolu- 


tions of the ſelf-determiniog power in the human will. 


But to attribute a conjectural knowledge to Deity 3 * 
an inſult, which vies with blaſphemy itſelf, in point of 
criminality. Whatever event is an object of divine 
preſcience, he can know primarily in no other way 


but by ng his own . If he ſee it in 
; the 


_ 
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the e of ſecond cauſes, it is in RE of 
fore. ſeeing both them and it im his own ſovereign de- 
ere. But, ay the Arminians, the neceſſary or cer- 

5 tain futurition of events, as the reſult of a deter- 


minate purpoſe, deltroys the liberty of rhe. human 


| will . It therefore follows; that there can be noicer- | 
tam and infallible pur poſes in God; and e con ſequently, 8 
5 that there can be no certain prophecy. It is in vain 
to object to this reaſoning, thar God may fore-know; | 
how the ſelf. determining power may determine irſelF; 
How {ſhall he Ca he know it in any way but in 


that of knowing his own purpoſe; that it ſhall deter- 
mine itſelf in that way, and in no other? and it ſo, 
does it not ceaſe robe a ſelf-derermininig: power in the 


herſelf any way, or no way, notwithſtanding the pur- 


. 


eternal life, and to all the means cooducing to the en- 


od 4-0 ee oma with the Greek, church, 


agree 


= | 6 Lamborch ubi ſupra. - 
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ſenſe of the Arminian? Does not the very ſreedom 
öf the human will, as they define it, fall to the 
ground, viz. a power by which the will can bend 


| poſe of God, and the practical and ultimate derer- | 
| mination of the underſtanding g 
IV. It has been generally confderei a as a: may 
article i in the Chriſtian faith, that God, by a particular 
and abſolute decree hath choſen ſome. in Cugrsr to 


joyment of it, not on account of »fore-ſeen good 
qualities about, or good works to be performed by 
the objects of his purpoſe, but merely on account of 
His on good pleaſure. In this ſentiment all the re- 
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. 198 in their ſeveral harmoniſing confeſſions; No 
wonder! There is 1io article of the Chriſtian religi- 
bon of greatef importance, and revealed in more de. 

1 5 termitiate language. For whom he did foreknow, he 
alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son; that he might be the firſt born among many 
brethren. . Moreover; whom lie did predeſtinate 
them he-alſo called; and whom he called, them he 
alſo; juſtified ; and whom he juſtified; them he alſo 
glorified *?? He bath choſen us in 1M before the 
foundation of the world, that we my be 0 75 and 
virhout blame befote him in love .. > 
Hut according to the deſcription Arminling agree 
Fo: give of the liberty of the human will, there nei” 
ther is; nor can there be ſuch a thing as an abſolute 
und certain foreknowledge concerning any one indi- 
vidual of the human race. God, by beſtowing that 
ative indifference or contingeney on the human will, 
in which its liberty conſiſts; and by thus ſubjecting 
the actions and eternal ſtare of mankind. to a certain : 

5 blind fatality, in their own wills; 3 hath put it beyond 
the power even of Omniſcience itſelf o for ki Ws. 

' what ſhall be the future behaviour of his creatures, = 

and what, in conſequence; may be their eternal ſtate» 
Much leſs can there be any abſolute purpoſe of grace 
feſpecting any individual of mankind: Hou is ic 
poſſible there can? The very idea of it neceſſary 
militates againſt any. ſuch indifference, as Arminians 
aleribe to the human will. Thus Chriſt might have 
on E 


| * Rom. wii, 29, 30. + Epheſ. I. 4 
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come into the world, and have ſhed his 3 
for ſimners, withotu the leaſt degree of certainty that 
Any one would eventually reap the; leaſt beneſit from 
' this atonement! Why? The reaſon is obvious. 
As God: could not decree chat any ſhould, without 
in his gift of active indifference from the human 
will; ſo he could not even fore know, that, among 
the many myriads of Adam's poſterity, che will, ever 

eren independent of "decrees on God's part, 
aud of motives on the part of the underſfänding, and 
ee to. nothing but an imaginary blind fatality, 
Would chance to determine irſolf to the belief of the 
goſpelz and the ſaving improvement of the adorable 
Saviour revealed by it. Thus; we are perſuaded to 
imagine, that God, who holds the reins of the uni - 
verſe with the moſt ſteady Hand, and governs all 
things to their proper ends, hath notwithſtanding 


committed the ſucceſs of his cHIEY deſign, the re- 


demption of ſinners by the blood of Gop, to the con- 
[ny r an e or to the brute” _ 5 a 
V. It 2 Wh FRE Welter to be an Weer. 
tant artiele of the Chriſtian faith,” derived from the 
moſt explicit "teſtimonies of revelation, that the con- 


verſion of ſinners to God is a ſupernatural work of 


the Hozv Grosr, convincing them of fin, of righ- 
teouſneſs and of judgement 3' creating them again in 
Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works; and powerfully ex- 
citing in them thoſe - ſupernatifral- principles, with 


which, in | thei regeneration, ** has enriched their 
N 4 * 
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powers, toiſhake | off the yoke of ſin, and to approve | 


themſelves the ſervants of God, by: an- uniform courſe 


of evangelical obedience. By grace ye are favedg 
through faith; and bern not "of e in the 
gift of God“. bon de [Fn 75 Ae 
But were the ſeniment of Arwinia! 65 wich regard 


to human liberty, to be admitted, all that the ſacred 
: volume teaches. on this head, muſt be mere myſti- 


eiſm and abſurdity. Grace would be an invader of 


human liberty, and the Holy Ghoſt, ab/it Hlaſphemia!“. 


would be a robber! Tea, the, whole office and 


work of the diving Spirit, as applying the purchaſe | 
of Chriſt to the ſouls of men, muſt be wholly ſuper- 
ceded, and the whole ſucceſs. of all the eternally a- 


ſoniſhing proofs of God's: love to mankind, muſt de- 
; pend on the fortuitous reſult of the ſelf- determining 


power of the human will. Were the per of the 


Spirit to interpoſe in the leaſt degree, by changing 
the propenſions of that miſtreſs power, and by deter- 
mining its acts, its active. indifference i is no mote, ; and 
me liberty of contingency, would forever ceaſe. 
Boaſting would be at an end; and mankind would 
be unhappily robbed of the matchleſs glory of reſiſt- 
ing the grace 4 God, and of being able to damn 
 themſclyes in ſpite of omnipotence. The Arminian 
champions are not only ſenſible of theſe conſequen- 
ces, but glory in them, as the moſt brilliant jewels in 


the aden of their peculiar ſyſtem Iwo 70.7 n | 


. --+- Ephef. . 8. 5 
* It deg upon us, that 7 ſhould 1 ls Rom. 
Apol. 164. Whether. when Gor 
and to believe, man be not able to refift his will 2 2 We _ it! Limb 
dorch. Lib. iv. Ps Xili. 
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149 „ connreteD view 
+ Upon he whole, it appears evident, that 3 it is the 
moſt dangerous thing imaginable, to admit any peeu- 
lar notions, derived. from our own reafonings, into 
the ſyſtem of our faith, which ought to lean entirely 
upon the oracles of revelation ; much more, to make 
f cheſe, the infallible ſtandard by which every doctrine 
ju revelatiof! muſt be tried, and the univerſal key by 
= which every paſſage muſk be interpreted. It is the 
3 harmony of every doctrine of revelation with the 
2 whole, and the coincidence of its tendeney with the 
Feope of the whole, which maſt” always be conſidered 
46 the beſt, if not the only criterion of its orthodoxy. | 
I is very poſſible, that Tome peculiar favourite ſen- 
timents may appear to receive confirmation from ſome 
. detached paſſages in the divine oracles, while, not- 
withſtandi they may not only be unſupported by 
- revelarioPvar groſsly ſubverſive of the moſt capital 
Iz doctrines contained in the ſacred oracles. It is, 
=”, therefore, neceſſary; that Chriſtians be upon their 
guard, leſt, while they admit a ſentiment inconſiſtent 
with the general ſcope of revelation, becanſe of its 
being ſeemingly agreeable to reaſon, and apparently 
fupported by ſome, few detached texts in revelation, 
they renounce inſpiration ; ; rob God of the glory of 
conſiſtent oracles:; and, inch by ivch, ſink down. into 
| the depths of ſcepticiſm and infidelity. | 
II. Upon a review of the proofs adduced, we 
: may ſee how much the divine oracles recommend 
| themſelves to the attention of every reaſonable crea- 


| fure. Wbat i is it that recommends, the works of na- 
„ C WWr1ͤ 34 
* ä 33 ture 
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ture and providence to the ſtudy of philoſophers "ap 1g 
it any thing foreign to the works themſelves? No; 
the tranſporting diſplay of the divine glories, the only 
entertainment of reaſon, is chat which has always 
prompted philoſophical enquires, and muſt continue 


to Mntulate every generation to purſue the endleſs 


ſearch. But low, incomparably low, are even 
the moſt raviſhng diſplays which God makes of him- 
ſelf on. nature's extenſive theatre, when the mind, 
riſing - ſuperior. to eyery thing material, contem- 
plates the divine perfections in Hu, who is the 
image of the inviſible God, and whoſe every ex- 


cellency is held up to view in the precious oracles of 
Heaven. The whole univerſe, though far ſurpaſſing 


the powers of imagination in extent and glory, was a 
theatre too confined for bleſſing mankind with a de. 
| monſtration of the diyine glories, adequately fuired 
to their forlorn ſtate. I; only exhibited parts of his 
 zvays ; how little a portion ꝛwat fill heard of him *? 
—It is the BIBLE, the bible alone, which furniſhes 
us with a full, and a | ſuitable diſplay of the divine cha- 
racter, ſhining forth in all the ſplendors of mercy, 
and in all the charms of the mcſt aſtoniſhing loye.— 
Yes, the bible exhibits 


A God all o'er, conſummate, abſolute ; 
Full. orb'd, in his full round of rays compleat. 
| | Younc. 


| Attributes which ohly ewinkled, as diſtant ſtars, in 
creation? $ ſtupendous vault, blaze forth, and pour 


abroad 


* Pfal. 1xxxv, 10, 11. 
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adroad their ela; as jnextiauſtable-ſources' of light 7 
and beauty, in the evangelical ſcheme of redemption 
rough a crucified Jrsus. Perfections; which! had 
tot emitted one ſingle feeble ray vn ereationꝰ s ſtage; 
now'eclipſe'in ſome meaſure,” and drown in their ſu- 
FPerlor ſplendors; thoſe attributes which had ſhone 
deighteſt in the morning of the creation.” Thofe mo! 
nb encellencies of the-divine' character, whoſe fepa- 
rate elan, inter gas, and glories ſcemed, to every un- 
derſtanding, inferior to the divine, to be at eternal 
and irreconcilable variance with the maſt diſtant o- 
Wenures of pacification, unite in the bible, as im one 
tion,” aud mixing their friendly beatns, pour 
pleafane aſtoniſlynent on the underſtandings of An- 
Seb, as well as joy unſpeakable and full ef glory into 
me melted hearts of trembling, —belie ting. —exuting 
 fnners. A ſweeter note never dwelt on the lip, or 
Hunded from the harp of the ſweet finger of Iſrael. 

an, Mercy and truth are met together, lates 
« /gafneſs and peace haye kifſed each other. Truth 
< ſhall ſpring out of the earth, and rightcouſuck ſhall 
* look down from Heaven... 

The bible-c er of Deity is aten different 
from, and ſuperior unto, though infinitely conſiſtent 
with, that natural and moral character which he ori- 
n aſſumed, as the ſorereign of the univerſe, and 
the only diſpenſer of rewards and puniſhments, ac- 
ug to the law of works. Having now effectu- 


8 . lecured the glory of every, branch of his natural 


| Job xxvi. 24. | | 
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And moral character, connected with that law, by the 
obedience And ſufferings of the adorable Redeemer 3 
he now rideth in the Heavens in his NAME, Jan, and 

þ proclaimeth his o-π- œ᷑ NEW NAME, every branch of 
which is in erernal harmony with the whole, The 

Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 

| foffering, + and abundant in goodrefs and truth; keep- 
ing mercy 1 for thonſands,' forgiving i iniquity and tran 
828 and ſin, and that will boy no mee wee 

| guilty ®. | $73 O41 41101 81 28 e818! 52 

It theſe t tings be fo, with has cok ov 
we ro liſten. unto our Lord's ſolemn addreſs to the r 
fractory Jews, e Search the ſeriptures, for in hem 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 

| reflify of me. If to acquire the reputation of Ha- 
ving been learned, to fatisfy a reſtleſs curioſity,” or to 
taſte tie ſweets of ſcientific indagation, the phoſo- 
pher ſpares no pains, and thinks no expence of health 
and fortune too great to become acquainted with the 


natural and moral world; how much more ought the 
Chriſtian to exert his powers, under the conduct of 
the divine Spirit, in the diligent ſeareh and enraptured 
contemplation of thoſe ſupegior glories, which blaze 
forth, with heavenly ſplendor, in every page of re- 
velation? In this ſtudy, the vawn of expectation is 
not excited to einbitter the pain of diſappointment, 
as is univeifally the caſe with regard to all mere phi- 
loſophical labours. No; life, eternal life, purcha- 
fed 15 and laid Wh in Chriſt, is . ee promifed 
in, 


#* Exod. xxxiv. 6. 


r 
_— 


__— Has 
3 


8 
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| is, and inttrumenally communicated by the precious | 

oracles of the living God. Ant all, who, engage ; 

1 heartily i in the ſtudy. of the ſcriptures; under the ſpe 
>; ow direction of. the HoLy Gnos7,, ſo far from being 
repaid wich diſappointment, will have reaſon to Cx» 

| claitn- with tranſport infinitely more felicitating and 


permanent than that by which the ancient matheme. 


* rician was aQuared, when, having inveſtigated his 
a problem, and being thrown into. an extacy of joy at 
| his good fortune, he ran forth into the ſtreets, cry- 


ing I have found! I have found. Yes, they 
will FIND © what eye hath not ſeen, what ear hath 
not heard; and what hath never entered into the 


heart of man to conceive. 1 They will FIND God 


in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, not impu- 
ting to us our treſpaſſes. They will FIND, that the 
foundation of ſalvation is folidly laid i in the law magni- 


_ fyingandjutice-ſatisfying righteouſneſs of Emmanuel. | 


They will rip, that eternal life being freely promi- 
ſed through the atoning blood of Chriſt, is alſo ſove- 


= reignly communicated by tlie ſpirit of Chriſt. They 
S Tx Will yin the begintängs of eternal life effected in 
: their own fouls by the influence of the word, attended 
= dy the energy of the Spirit: for, . beholding as in 
à glaſs, the glory of the Lord, they are changed into 
the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirir of the Lord. In one werd, they will FINDS 
char after they have ſerved their God, and their ge- 
£ neration, during the few years appointed for their 
S * on earth, they ſhall be called io the eternal pol. 
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ſeſſion of that crown of righteouſneſs and unfading | 
glory, Which their Redeemer. and righteous judge 


” | - - | 


will beſtow on all thoſe, who love his appearing. 
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nacing brow; and ſeems to portend, even. to perſons “, 


late Revolution of Ss. 
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{DISSERTATION ue. THIRD. 


| A proof 1 RO the Hoa O21 IGINAL, ä the 


Holy Scriptures claim, is ſupported by every evidence 

- ue the nature of the thing can admit ; or which 
the human mind, emancipaled Your Prejudice can 
ane de, of re. | 


1 R * ther fatal ra, . the fins of 


EUROPE had provoked - a juſt God, to let looſe the 
dæmon of infidelity, in proteſtant, as well as in popiſh 
countries; and to ſuffer the ghoſt of a Porphyrie to 


ſtalk abroad, and to find ready admiſſion into the 


courts of Princes, and the brilliant circles of the po- 
lite and profane of every character; —Chriſtianity, 
ever unfriendly to libertiniſm and vice, has met with 
the rudeſt attacks from enemies of all qualities and in 


all countries; and revelation, though ſupported by 


its own internal evidence, as well as by every other 
kind of argument, with which the human mind, in 


other caſes, reſts fully fatisfied, has of late become 
the ſcoff of every pretender to philoſopby, and to a 
mode of thinking ſuperior to that of the vulgar. A 
circumſtance this, which, joined to other intereſting 


conſiderations reſpecting the preſent political ſtate of 


the European nations, appears with the moſt me- 


who 


* See Abbe Refaal's View of the State of European Politics, in 
his celebrated hiſtory; and the Preface to — — of the 


. * 
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Sho are leaſt ſaſpected to be under the influence of 
gloomy ſuperſtition and mental weakneſs, rhat a wiſe 
and' juſt providence is big with events, the moſt for- 
 midable to the liberties of that much favoured diviſion 
of the world, religious as well as civil, Aa, provo- 
| ked and ſcandalized by the groſs corruptions of Chri- 
lianity, and by the arrogant claims of Chriſtian Hie - 
rarchs, had no ſooner become indifferent to the 
Chriſtian religion, than ſhe found herſelf a defence- 
leſs prey to the Mahumedan impoſture, and to all the 
miſeries attendent on a ſtate of the moſt abject ſlavery. 
Though the warlike ſpirit, by which all the nations 
of Europe have been diſringuiſhed in their turns, 
may probably ſave her from the ſame kind of wretch- 
_ edneſs, to-which- Aſiatic luxury and ſoftneſs expofed 
the populons, but inactive nations of that. vaſt con- 
tinent; yet it is a truth, eſtabliſned by examples, nu- 
merous as they are melancholy, that, ever ſince the 
day ſpring from on high viſited the Gentile nations, 
i that country, on which Chriſtianity, proyoked by 
ies ungrateful inhabitants, hath refuſed longer to 
pour down her falutary influence, hath inſtantly 
become the frightful den of dragons, the ruthleſs 
habitation of cruelty, and the abhored reſidence of 
every unclean monſter. When heaven's 5% bleſſing 
is removed from a nation,—from a continent, by the 
_ Impartial hand of juſtice, as a puniſhment, what can | 
Vue ſuppoſe that pr »oked attribute will leave behind! 2 
The ſtate of the Jews, not to mention that of Aſia, 


_ Africa, and a great part of Europe, i is God's alarm, 
SR ſounded 


„ A CONNECTED VIEW _ 
ſounded loud i in the ears of all nations, among whom 
that once indulged people are now ſcattered, curſed 
with every mark of infamy, and every badge of the 

moſt wretched miſery. If there be any difference 

between the inhabitants of England and of Egypt, 
on the ſcale of civil as well as religious happineſss 
Chriſtianity has the indiſputable lionour of making it; 
and, therefore, thoſe who glory.in being. chaos 
in the cauſe of infidelity, ought to be conſidered as 
declared enemies to the liberties of mankind and the 

4 rights of the human race. It is revelation, alone that | 
is perfective of human nature; informs mankind con- 

1 cerning the importance, and the juſt value of their 

rights; and teaches them, with preciſion. and cer- a 
tainty, how to uſe, their liberties, both ſacred and 
civil, in due ſubſerviency to the honour of God, to 

| the intereſts of ſociety, and to the important pur- 

i poſe of: their own ſalvation. Without the lights, 

which revelation furniſhes, patriotiſm is madneſs; the 
rights. of human nature are an illuſion; and the in- 
vincible attachment of the mind to liberty, is a curſe 
xather than a bleſſing. . 

The lovers of mankind, as well as che fr ans JF 
Eluilianiy have not been blind either to the advan- 
tages which both civil and religious ſociety reap from 
tr revelation, or 10 the irreparable ruin which the cx- 
tindction of that ſacred light muſt neceſſarily draw 
down on nations as well as churches. ' They have, 
therefore, landably, and with much learning entered 
the liſts with the champions of e. They have 


| anſrercd 


OF. CURISTLANETY. POR 
ENTEREY every objection, with which revelation has 
been repeatedly aſſailed. Vet, after all, it is to be 
greatly lamented, that a degree of ſucceſs, propor- 
tionable to their pains, has not crowned; their well- 
intended endeavours. Deiſm, in ſpite of every ar 
gument, ſtill maintains its credit, and inſtead of loſing 
ground, ſeems to ſhed its infection more extenſively 
than ever, among the inferior, as well as among the 
more diſtinguiſhed ranks of mankind. The cauſes 
of this extraordinary moral phænomenon deſerve ro 
be carefully inveſtigated. , A removal of the growing 
miſchief may be juſtly Alpen of, while the ſprings 
are not attended to, and ſpeedily ſtopped. Theſe we 
ſhall briefly hold up to view, before. we conſider the 
direct evidences. of Chriſtianity. wit 
I. The greateſt part of theſe, wha pins hin 
* to be the friends of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, in- 
ſtead of being actuated by the genuine ſpirit of that 
| heaven-born religion, habitually conduct themſelves 
upon principles, which lie in the flatte{t contradiction 
to thoſe of revelation. Having embraced Chriſtianity 
upon ſlight evidence, without feeling the energy of 
its own internal proofs upon their hearts, i in effecting 
à total change on their tempers and propenſions, they 
make profeſſion of it only as the eſtabliſhed reli. 
gion of their country, while their moral character and 
| deportment are, even at beit, only formed to the 
ſtandard of natural religion, which deiſts acknow- 
ledge, and profeſs to revere as well as they. And, 
tell it not in Gath, how many fall idfipitely below 


eren 
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even that ſtandard!. It is this,jand this chiefly which 
ſerves to keep deiſts of all characters in countenance, 
in their unreaſonable oppoſition to revelation, It is 
from thi: arſenal. they bring forth their moſt formi- 
dable warkke engines, by which they both fortify 
themſelves in their prejudices, and endeavour to af- 
ail Chriſtianity. They tell us plainly tliat any reli- 
gion, or uo religion would equally ſerve the purpoſe 
of amuſing mankind as the Chriſtian, while, like it, 
ĩt does not affect and better their morals, and mould 
them into ĩis likeneſs, but only ſupplies them with an 
object of idle ſpeculation, and a ſubject. for eternal 
wrangling- They aſk; where is the diſtinguiſhed 
clime, in which. the wolf dwelis with the lamb, and 
the leopard lies down with the kid“? Where is the 
Chriſtian nation, which ſo far conforms to the ſpirit, 
example and preeepts of the Chriſtian Jawgiver, as 
to beat their ſwords into plow · ſhares and their ſpears 
into pruning hooks ; and to ceaſe from imitating as 
well as admiring the ſanguinary exploits of thoſe he- 
roes of Pagan antiquity, who were the ſcourges of 
mankind, and the neareſt reſemblances of the devil 
in this world? Indeed, till Chriſtians, in every rank 
of life, diſtinguiſh themſelves by living up to the ſpirit 
of the Chrillian religion; and till Chriſtian nations 
ceaſe to vie with Greece and Rome in luſt of empire 
and blood, an eſſectual cheque can never be put to 
the prevalence of infidelity, nor will ever the religion 
| of heaven be * with any degree of ſucceſs 
among 


* 16; xi. 6. + IIa. ii. 4. 
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among the nations, which are yet ſo unhappy as to 


de ignorant of che true Gob, and of his TO hg 


TSS FI x£ 


Chriſtians which quay farniſh Wa and Indian 
infidels with their beſt weapons, with which they en- 


deayour to attack Chriſtianiry; and to ſupport them - 
ſelves in their inveterate attachment to libertiniſm; or 
ſuperſtition. A pious and uniformly virtuous deport- 
ment, conducted in the ſpirit, and regulated by the 

laws of Chriſt, is che beſt volume that can be written 


againſt infidelity, and the beſt argument n be 


uſed in the defence of Chriſtianity, | 
II. The greateſt part of thoſe, who have written in 


defence of revelation and Chriſtianity, have endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh the evidence of their divine original 


chiefly on ſuch proofs, as are in a great meaſure ex- 
trinſical to either, and are adapted prinei pally to con- 


vince reaſon by a long chain of embarraſſed, though 
logical deduction. Without holding up to view the 
ſelf-evidencing ſplendors and divine energies of reve- 


lation, which immediately inſpire conviction in the 


/ 


minds of mankind, who deign to conſider and examine 
the ſacred volume without violent prepoſſeſſions and 


vicious attachments; they have contented themſelves 


with learnedly and ingeniouſly managing certain ar- 


guments drawn from the credibility of the miracles, 


of the prophecies, and of the veracity, or unim- . 
peachable characters of the writers of the holy ſcrips 
tures, The propriety and even the weight of ſuch 
arguments are acknowledged. Yet, compared with 

| | —_ 


5 


136 A CONNECTED VIsw 


the internal evidence of revelation, they are little 
better than ſepulchral lamps held up to diſcover the 
meridian ſun.” Though they may ſerve to render in- 
„ fdels inexcuſable, when they are not ſtimulated by 
them to examine the internal proofs, and to open 
their eyes to the immediate, ſelf- evidencing power 
of reyelation; yet when this laſt is not inſiſted on at 
all; or when the internal glories of revelation are in- 


duſtriouſiy clouded by falſe and heretical repreſenta. 


tions of the ſacred and connected plan contained 


in it, —they will ever be found abſolutely ine ffectual 


for the purpoſe of either convincing deiſts, or for | 


converting infidels. The Apoſtles and other firft 


propagators of Chriſtianity did not convert the inſidel 


world by learnedly haranguing on the credibility of 


the ſacred hiſtory. No; they ſucceeded to che aſtoniſli- 


ment of all ages, by holding up to view, in all the 


ſimplicity with which truth ever chuſes to appear 
adorned, the internal beauties of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 
conſiſting in the admirable. harmony of all revelation 
in the perſon, character and undertaking of Chriſt 
crucified, as a Saviour who carries openly the ſtamp 
of heaven's ſovereign and merciful appointment for 
aſcertaining the honour of injured deity, i in the com- 
pleat falvation of guilty men. This, this was the 


| ſucceſsful! weapon with which they aſſailed the invete- 


rate prejudices and the long eſtabliſhed ſuperſtitions of 
the world. It was by 518, they filenced the oracles, 
dethroned the Gods, overturned their altars, laid 


their temples i in irretrievable ruins, and turned em- 
ai perors 
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 perors, couftiers, philoſophets, prieſts and peaſants . 
from the worſhip « of abominable idols t to the faith and 
ſervice. of the true Go, and of our Lond Jesus 
Ciiaisr. | By this alone, Chriſtianity has maintained 1 4 
its ground in all nations, where ſhe yet continues to 
ſhed her ſalutary influence; nor has ſhe ever deſerted 
any country, and left it Ae the curſe of infidelity - 
or ſuperſtition, but in conſequence of having been 
firſt wrapt up in the clouds of miſrepreſenration, AL 
to her. internal character, by an ambitious race of hi- 3 
erarchs, aided by a fawuing tribe of heretics, ohe 'Y 
did not leave the egſtern continent till her internal = 
beauty was ſo tarniſhed, that the diſdained to vouch- 

fafe her preſence where ſhe was not ſuffered to ap- 

pear in her native excellence. What may be the 

| conſequence of the modern iniprovements « on Chriſti- 

anity in Europe, God only knows ! | Modern divines 

may flatter themſelves, that to throw a vall over the 
peculiar | doctrines of the goſpel, by Which alone it 
made its way, and has maintained its ground in the 

world; to bring i it as near as poſſible to the ſtandard 

of ove religion ; 3 and to inſiſt principally en the 
extrinſical evidences of its divine original ;—are the* _ 
molt probable means of convincing deiſts, and of ſe- 

curjng their conyerſion to the Chriſtian faith. But 

they hitherto have found themſeſyes miſtaken; and ; 
we ſhall adventure to fay, they will always' be difap- | = 
: pointed in their pious) wiſhes. | 3 
The advocates for revelation ought to Lenüder, 


.that the greater part of deiſts, being infinitely more 
8 | under 
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\ under the government of their paſſions and ſenſual 


attachments, in their oppoſition to revealed religion, 
chan under che conduct of unprejadiced reafon, are 
not likely to be greatly moved, or much convinced 
by « even the moſt unexceptionable chain of reaſoning 5 
concerning the extripſical evidences of Ebriſtianity. 
Vea, were their mouths ſtopped, and their reaſons 

fatisfied on ſack grounds, they might profeſs a belief 
of the Chriſtian religion, and continue to live, like i 
too many others, i ignorant of i its ſublime nature, un” 
influenced by its heavenly morives, diſobedient to its 
holy laws, and a reproach to its divine author, In- 


_ deed, an acquieſcence i in fecond-hand eridence, with- 


out aſpiring after a divine acquaintance with the in- 

trinſic proofs of Chriſtianity, feems to lie at the foun- 
dation of rhat fruitleſs profeflion, which fo univerſally 
prevails among Chriſtians, and by which their holy 
religion is diſgraced among, and SIP to me con- 
tempt of its enemies. 

There is all the difference intabluable between the 
belief of external evidence concerning any truth, and 
the intimate knowledge of the truth itſelf, conveyed 
into the mind by its own evidence, or that charac- 
ter of relation which every truth bears to eternal 
truth. The mind, tis true, acquieſces in both; but 
it reſts in the laſt, not only with an u#/baken but even 
with an invincible confidence ; - whereas, with regard 
to the firſt, there may be counter-evidence equally 


Aſtrong, by which the mind may be thrown into a ſtate | 


of the moſt painful — and may be rendered 
inca- 
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incapable o of forming any determinate or cettain judg- 


ment concerning it. The difference is imimenſe be- 
tween the mind's acquieſcence i in the rational, ſecond- 


hand evidence, that revelation 3 in general is divine; 
and the mind's repoſe i in the immediate evidence of 
the ro dev, OI divine character of its ſeveral doctrines, 
- precepts, prophecies,” &c. The faith which is 
founded on the former is properly mediate, depend- 
ing on a chain of argumentation, where there is 2 
poſſibility of error, or miſtake; : and, therefore, it 
may be, yea, ordinarily is, dormant and unoperative: 
But the faith, which is built upon, and begotten by 


the latter is immediate, and powerfully moulds the. 


heart into the image of the IRST TRUTH, diſplayed 


in revelation. We all with open face, beholding as in 
a glaſs the. glory of the Lord, are changed into the 


ſame imnge, from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit 


of the Lard*. This evidence is no other than the 


te/timony of Gop himſelf, the divine Character which 
is neceflarily ſtampt on every thing that originates 


from God; vhich irreſiſtibly flaſhes the fulleſt con- 


viction of truth and excellence on the underitanding ; 
and eſtabliſhes the ſovereign empire of revelation in 
che conſcience. The principal uſe of theſe extrinſic 
arguments is, to inform and aſſure the underſtanding 


of the truth or exiſtence of ſomething, diſtin& from 
themſelves, of ſomething that may be never ſeen or 


| known any otherwiſe, than as merely exiſting z but 


the immediate evidence of the thing itſelf, not only 
evince 


U * 
2 Cor. iy; 18. 
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evinces its reality, but alſo its excellence; whence 


the heart is filled with propenſions toward the enmoy- 
ment of i it, proportionable to its excellence. The 


EY immediate evidence of reveletion is not ſmply the 


evidence of truth reflected by ſome extrinſic medium, 
but of the Fixsr Tarn himſelf, pouring convic: 
tion on the underſtanding-and conſcience immediately, 
of his own excellence and glory. The ſacred anec- 
dote relative to the Samaritans'* ſerves to illuſtrate. 
this ſubjeR. The credibility of the woman's teſti- 
mony concerning Chriſt rouſed their attention; diſpo- 
ſed them to believe on him, according to the character 
Abe had drawn of him; and excited them to go forth 
themſelves to ſee and hear that extraordinary perſon. 
When they had invited him to their city, and, during 
two days, had converſed with him, „Many more 
belieyed, becauſe of his own. word, 100 ſaid unto the 
woman, Now, we believe, NOT becauſe of thy ly. 
ing, for we have heard H OURSELVES, and Know, 
that this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of 
the world.“ 8 775 

III. The ground, which. too many of the moſt di. 
ſtoguiſhed champions in the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
have choſen, and on which they have attempted both 
to defend revelation, and aſſail the cauſe. of its ene- 
mies, is very difadyantageous. Having openly. giv en 
up wich the defence of, yea, having ayowedly repro- 
pated many of the peculiar doctrines, of revealed TC» 
leon. 77 have robbed i it of 1 its chief _— excel. 


lence 


, Jobn iv, 39; 40, 47 42, 


or CURISTIANITY. | 241 


lence and- energy, by which alone it originally made i its 
way in the world, and triumphed over all the learned 
pride and ſuperſtirious bigotry, with which it had to 
combat, in the firſt ages of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 
Many of them, no doubt intending to recommend 
Chriſtianity to the reigning taſte of the age, have ſim- 
plified Chriſtianity to ſuch a degree, by expunging its 
peculiar doctrines and inſtitutions; and have held i it 
up to the world, as ſuch a meagre ſkeleton, that it is 
not worth the paper and ink that are waſted in con- 

| rending about it. It would be no acceſſion of either 
credit or ſtrength to the Chriſtian cauſe, were the 
whole tribe of deiſts, allured. by their repreſenraticn 
of Chriſtianity, to make open profeſſion of it; nor 
would the cauſe of deiſm loſe many,—1 had almoſt 
ſaid; any votaries, were they all, without exception, | 
co make a ſincere profeſſion of Chriſtianity, accord- 
ing to their repreſentation of its nature, character 
and deſigns. The celebrated modern Apoſtles of 
dhe Roman ſee, who, pretending to pity the many 
thouſands of the Chineſe empire, w went on a miſſion 
for their converſion, would not have added one to the 
number of the ſincere profeſſors of unadulterated 
Chriſtianity, had they: even been ſo ſucceſsful as to 
have converted that whole region of the world to 
that motely, diſguiſed and debaſing exhibition, which 
they made of that holy religion io the votaries of 
Coxrucius: Nor, indeed, would the numbers of 
theſe laſt have been greatly diminiſhed, had Jesvs 
Fee been Perauned to have ſhared 2 little of the 
extra- 


—_— 
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Hy extrayaganyhonours: which they devoutly pay to their 
buona philſiphere Bat, indeed, 2 juit. God, ip. 
= His holy. and infinitely wiſe proyidence | hath always bY 
4 5 effetually, blaſted every attempt to propagate the. 
4 ; empty name of Chriſtianity: Among infidels, either 
within or without the pale « of- the church, when ite 
| nature, diltinguiſhing character and ſacred deſigns 
haye been either denied or greatly milrepreſenzed, 
== whether by officious and ſell. intereſted: prieſts, or by 
=_— Apeculative and daring philoſophers. . Ng falle, no 
=o | mutilited ſcheme. of Chriſtianity can ever become = 
| ſubſervient to the Propagation of that holy religion. „ 
k i is the only religion which, ever ſince the c ¼ ) 11 
of Moſes expired, has a juſt claim to Gon nas its | 
author. He has a neceſſary abhoxrence of falſhood; | 
|: and deteſts the miniſtry of a lie, either to ſupport, 
or to propagate that which ſo eminently ſerves to | 
blazon veracity, and to exhibit him as the God of i __ I 
| violable truth. Tea, no mutilated, modexniſed vie w 
1 of the Chriſtian religion can ſerve to recommend 
= it even to thoſe, who diſtinguiſh, themſelyes by the 
A ill. applied title of Free-thinkers. A Socinian, for 
example, may be 4 very ſucceſsful apoſtle among 
mankind, in diſſeminating. his - OWN peculiar: tenets, 
eyer well ſuited to the prepoſterous pride of human 
| nature; he may ſee his labours crowned with: aplen- 
riful harveſt of converts to. the Athenian-cried ; and 
he may greatly contribute his friendly aſſiſtance to 
build up Chriſtian philoſophers 1 in the faith of deiſm, 
| —but, after all his Rains, he will Never make one 
; EO | * 


2 
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proſelyie to unadulterated Chriſtianity, on The priz- 
ciples peculiar” to his diſtinguiſhed ſect. On the 
lighteſt attention to the caſe, the reaſon' will appear 
in a ſtriking. point of view. If Jesvs Cxrkisz Was | 
no more than a created perſonage of ſingular: virtue; Y 
who taught mankind'excellent doctrines, and conferred ; 
on them a ſyſtem of plain, eaſy and neceſſary precepts; 
iv what.one thing is he ſo greatly preferable to 
- Socrates or to Confucius, as to entitle him to an D 
five authority, and to the character of the only Sari. 
our? Superior degrees of moral excellence, were 
they even univerſally allowed to him, cannot found 
5 ſuch a claim. But as the intereſting : affair of religion 
now ſtands between the friends and enemies of Chriſti- Tn 
anity, if ſome few degrees of moral excellence conſti- 
tuted the only difference between Socrates and Ixsus 
| Cusa1sr, the friends of the former will reckon they 
have a right to conſider theſe as a compli nent, which 
the partizans of the latter are naturally diſpoſed to 
pay him; and of which they, in honour of their fa- 
vourite, have as juſt a- title to deprive him. Add to 
to all; if, as Socinians alſo univerially aſſert, mankind -- . 
muſt be ſaved on the bottom of their own proper me- 3 
Tit, common ſenſe will oblige every judicious perſon to "i 
join heartily with the deiſt, in reckoning it a matter of oj 
pure indifference, whether they follow the virtuous 
copy of Jesus CHRIST, of Confucious, of Zoroafter, 
or of Mahumed, in order to ſwell their mountain o f 
merit, and cauſe its ſummit tp reach the throne of the 
— ETERNAL; It is certainly a matter of no great con- 
1 | ſequeuce, 


— 
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ſequence, either to Gon or man, whoſe example f is 
followed, provided it be lawdable ;--whoſe, precepts 
are obeyed, provided they be virtuous. Surely, the 
* indulgence. of the Deity, from which Dei s and S- 4% 
niuns in common agree to expect ſo much, mu 
them to think, that HE, who is inſinitely 
the wealeneſs of reſpeQing perſons, will eondemn, or 
even overlook virtue, for the ſake of the charter. 
from whom it is copied An intelligent deiſt will, 
therefore, never become a convert to Chriſtianity, nor 
will he ever embarras himſelf with the ſublimity of its 
Hoctrines, or with the matchleſs purity. of its precepts, 
unleſs the Socinian can hold up co him e more 
0 perſuaſive than imply: a b 


Ireus of eb, or Plato of "Abens OT the moſt, | 
- virtuous precepts, -and. which of the to it. is ſafeſt to ; 
follow, is on Socinian principles, equally futile : | 
- intereſting, as that between the Perſiant 
lu, or abubeccar was the ſucceſſor 
Bet! F< 


